


The Glasgow School of Art (GSA) is 
internationally recognised as one of Europe’s 
leading university level institutions for the visual 
creative disciplines. With a proven history  
of producing some of the world’s most influential 
and successful creative practitioners, the GSA’s 
studio-based, practice-led education  
draws talented individuals, with a shared  
passion for visual culture, from all over  
the world. You will find the GSA a stimulating  
and intellectually challenging environment  
in which to experiment and explore new ideas.
www.gsa.ac.uk

Twitter: 
@GSofA

Facebook: 
/glasgowschoolofart

Blossom Ball  
Ting Chen,  

MDes Fashion + Textiles 2014



POSTGRADUATE
PROGRAMMES A – Z 
www.gsa.ac.uk/graduatedegrees

DipArch Architecture*
www.gsa.ac.uk/diparch
This programme is designed for students who 
intend to enter the architectural profession, and 
offers intensive training in the forces acting on 
building, and the specific skills of the architect. 
The programme lasts two years full-time,  
or three years part-time.

MArch Architecture (by Conversion)
www.gsa.ac.uk/archconv
Students who achieve a high standard in the final 
design thesis of the DipArch can proceed to the 
MArch (by Conversion), where there is an 
opportunity to develop an aspect of their  
DipArch thesis in greater depth.

MArch Architectural Studies
www.gsa.ac.uk/march
Students develop an individual thesis within one 
of seven pathways: Urban Design, Creative Urban 
Practices, Urban Building, Digital Creativity, 
Energy and Environmental Studies, History  
and Theory of the City, and Zero Energy Mass 
Customised Housing. 

MDes Communication Design
www.gsa.ac.uk/commdesign
A two-year practice-led programme, during 
which students have the opportunity to develop 
work in graphics, illustration or photography  
in the context of a rigorous but supportive 
intellectual climate.

MRes Creative Practices*
www.gsa.ac.uk/creativeprac
This programme aspires to produce highly 
individual researchers who are able to integrate 
the traditions of academic research with the 
autonomy of creative practices. It serves as  
a stand-alone qualification or as preparation  
for Doctoral studies.

MLitt Curatorial Practice (Contemporary Art)
www.gsa.ac.uk/curatorial
This programme engages with varied modes  
of contemporary curatorial practice, be they 
collections, archives, contemporary art or 
performative practices. Students develop  
a professional, outward-looking focus, and 
collaborate with cultural institutions across  
the city.

MDes Design Innovation & Citizenship
www.gsa.ac.uk/designandcit
Students on this programme will engage with, 
critique, and propose contemporary and 
emerging definitions of design practice and 
citizenship by addressing political and 
technological issues faced by today’s society.

MDes Design Innovation & Environmental 
Design
www.gsa.ac.uk/designandenv
The focus of this programme is the study  
of ‘place’. Design practice is used as a means  
to understand and explore the human and 
material factors that shape an environment.

MDes Design Innovation & Service Design
www.gsa.ac.uk/designinnovation
This programme seeks to equip students with  
the thinking, tools and processes of service 
design, and places an emphasis upon the social 
and economic value of the discipline. As part  
of the programme, students work closely with 
communities and organisations on live projects.

Doctoral Study (MPhil or PhD)*
www.gsa.ac.uk/phd
The GSA has a distinctive specialist, practice-
based research culture that is widely recognised 
internationally. We offer part-time and full-time 
programmes of research, starting in January and 
September each year. View profiles of primary 
research supervisors on our website at  
www.gsa.ac.uk/supervisors

Programmes marked * can be studied part-time.
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MDes Fashion + Textiles
www.gsa.ac.uk/fashionandtextiles
An advanced skills programme allowing 
graduates to develop their individual ‘design 
signature’. The programme is studio-based with 
workshops for weave, print, dye knit, digital 
jacquard weave, embroidery and CAD, and allows 
access to the Centre for Advanced Textiles (CAT).

MLitt Fine Art Practice
www.gsa.ac.uk/fineartpractice
A taught programme with five pathways: 
Photography and the Moving Image; Painting; 
Drawing; Print Media; and Sculpture. Students 
applying to the programme identify in advance 
which pathway they would like to study.

MDes Graphics/Illustration/Photography
www.gsa.ac.uk/gip
A one-year programme aiming to furnish 
students with the research skills and methods  
for stimulating innovative communication  
design practices in one of the three specialisms. 
Applicants should identify their chosen pathway 
in the application.

MDes Interior Design
www.gsa.ac.uk/interiorspg
MDes Interior Design students develop  
a reflective portfolio of work to a professional 
standard, and are encouraged to examine 
emerging aspects of the discipline, such  
as sustainability, material innovation and  
accessible design.

MSc International Heritage Visualisation*
www.gsa.ac.uk/intheritage
This programme presents a unique opportunity  
to combine architecture and heritage with 
state-of-the-art digital technologies, including  
3D laser scanning and virtual reality visualisation.

MSc International Management & Design 
Innovation
www.gsa.ac.uk/intmanage
This programme is offered by The University of 
Glasgow and taught in partnership with the GSA. 
Students examine user-led practices of design 
innovation in the context of contemporary 
management and design practice.

Master of Fine Art (MFA)
www.gsa.ac.uk/mfa
A two-year, multidisciplinary programme, 
offering students an extraordinary opportunity  
to analyse, develop and secure their studio 
practice in depth. MFA alumni include four Turner 
Prize winners: Simon Starling, Richard Wright, 
Martin Boyce and Duncan Campbell.

Master of Research (MRes)*
www.gsa.ac.uk/mres
This new bespoke programme constitutes  
an alternative choice to an MPhil or a taught 
MRes. It can be theoretical or practice-based,  
and can be offered within any of the GSA’s four 
specialist schools (Fine Art, Architecture, Design, 
Visualisation and Simulation) and within a range 
of contexts.

MSc Medical Visualisation & Human 
Anatomy*
www.gsa.ac.uk/medvis
Offered in collaboration with the Laboratory  
of Human Anatomy, University of Glasgow,  
this programme provides an opportunity to 
combine cadaveric dissection with 3D digital 
reconstruction, and interaction using state-of-
the-art virtual reality facilities.

PG Cert Learning and Teaching/Supervision*
www.gsa.ac.uk/pgcert
The PG Cert in Learning and Teaching enables 
staff in UK HEIs and related professional fields  
to develop their teaching practice in the creative 
disciplines. The PG Cert in Supervision enables the 
supervision of research projects at postgraduate 
level. Both PG Certs are available in part-time 
mode only.

Continued overleaf 3



POSTGRADUATE
PROGRAMMES A – Z 
www.gsa.ac.uk/graduatedegrees

MSc Product Design Engineering
www.gsa.ac.uk/pde
Delivered by the GSA and the University  
of Glasgow, this programme teaches skills  
in the areas of user-centred design, product 
design, mechanical engineering, and electronic 
and electrical engineering, in the context of  
a rigorous but supportive intellectual climate.

MSc Serious Games & Virtual Reality*
www.gsa.ac.uk/seriousgames
Serious Games & Virtual Reality allows students 
to design, develop and analyse games, and 
encourages interdisciplinary research in serious 
applications of games technology across sectors 
such as healthcare, education, and cultural 
heritage.

MDes Sound for the Moving Image*
www.gsa.ac.uk/sound
This programme offers the opportunity to engage 
with the craft and creative practice of sound 
production applied to film, animation, television, 
new media, electronic games and visual art, as 
well as equipping students with the tools required 
to develop a research project within this field. 

All programmes listed above and on the  
previous page are based at the GSA’s campuses  
in Glasgow. Programmes marked * can be  
studied part-time.

Channel:  
Graduate Study
Visit our Vimeo channel to see student profiles, 
films on specific postgraduate programmes, 
exhibitions, fashion shows and more.
vimeo.com/channels/625285

RADAR Research Repository
Browse the digital archive of our research  
output across Architecture, Criticism,  
Design, Digital, and Fine Art. 
radar.gsa.ac.uk

Please note that all our degree programmes  
are subject to alteration and applicants 
should consult the relevant programme  
pages on the GSA website before making  
an application.

Shelter  
Georgios Karampelas,  

MArch Architectural 
Studies 2014



Scotland’s largest city and one of Europe’s  
most vibrant and cosmopolitan, Glasgow  
is an important creative and artistic hub with  
a wealth of cultural heritage to explore and 
inspire. At the heart of the city you will find 
artist-led and major national galleries, pop-up 
shops and boutiques stocking cutting edge 
design, studios, workshops and architectural 
wonders, from Victorian tenements  
to contemporary developments.

Visit these websites to get a flavour of what’s  
on offer across the city:

glasgowarchitecture.co.uk – The best of the  
city’s architecture, with news updated daily.
glasgowcityofmusic.com – Discover Glasgow’s 
legendary music scene.
thisiscentralstation.com – Listings and blog  
from the city’s art and design community.
visualartsglasgow.co.uk – The latest news  
from Glasgow’s galleries and museums.

Video: 
The Glasgow School of Art presents  
The City of Glasgow
Creative residents of Glasgow share stories  
and experiences in this short film by alumni  
Cara Connolly and Martin Clark.
vimeo.com/55051394

Open Day
Join us on campus at Graduate Open Day 2015, 
Saturday 28 November, to meet staff, tour 
facilities, and experience life at the GSA.  
Register online at www.gsa.ac.uk/openday

THE CITY OF GLASGOW

Untitled #1  
Vigdis Storsveen,  
MFA 2014



How to Apply
Applications for postgraduate programmes  
should be made directly to the School. Required 
documents for most programmes are as follows:

• Completed Application Form
•  Portfolio (see requirements on individual 

programme pages an on our website at  
gsa.ac.uk/applypg)

•  Statement of Intent (a concise critical  
self-evaluation of your work and the reasons  
for wishing to join the programme at GSA, 
approx. 500 words)

•  Evidence of Academic Qualifications  
(Certified photocopies/Transcripts)

• Academic References x 2
•  Evidence of English Language Proficiency  

e.g. IELTS (if appropriate)
• Copy of Passport (if appropriate)

Further details on how to apply, frequently asked 
questions, entry qualifications and relevant 
application forms are available on our website  
at gsa.ac.uk/applypg

Applications should be returned to  
admissions@gsa.ac.uk

Application Timetable
Postgraduate programmes at the GSA begin  
in September. Although there are no application 
deadlines (except for doctoral studies), early 
application is encouraged in order to ensure  
a place on the programme. Applications are 
reviewed on a cyclical basis from November – 
August as shown in the table below.

Guaranteed Review
All complete applications received by 29 January 
2016 will be reviewed. Applications will continue 
to be considered after this date where space on 
programmes is available. Our MFA programme  
in particular is often full after this date, so we 
strongly advise MFA applicants to submit before 
29 January.

Doctoral Study
We enrol MPhil and PhD students in September 
and January each year For details of current 
deadlines, how to apply and what to submit,  
see our website: www.gsa.ac.uk/phd

MAKING AN APPLICATION

Complete application 
received by

Interviews 
arranged by

Interviews 
completed by

Final decisions 
communicated by

20 November 2015 27 November 2015 4 December 2015 11 December 2015

8 January 2016 15 January 2016 22 January 2016 27 January 2016

29 January 2016 5 February 2016 12 February 2016 17 February 2016

19 February 2016 26 February 2016 4 March 2016 9 March 2016

11 March 2016 18 March 2016 25 March 2016 30 March 2016

1 April 2016 8 April 2016 15 April 2016 20 April 2016

22 April 2016 29 April 2016 6 May 2016 11 May 2016

20 May 2016 27 May 2016 3 June 2016 8 June 2016

10 June 2016 17 June 2016 24 June 2016 29 June 2016

1 July 2016 8 July 2016 22 July 2016 27 July 2016

22 July 2016 29 July 2016 5 August 2016 10 August 2016

12 August 2016 19 August 2016 26 August 2016 31 August 2016

Highlighted rows show dates on which Scottish Funding Council funded places will be awarded.  
Early application for funded places is encouraged, as later dates will not be used if all awards have 
already been made. For further details on funded places, visit www.gsa.ac.uk/pgfundedplaces

A miniature  
costume of a deity  
Shweta Mistry,  
MRes Creative  
Practices 2014



Funding
Funding a postgraduate programme has  
always been difficult - competition for funding  
is fierce and normally only students with  
good undergraduate degrees (2:1 and above)  
are considered. 

If you are reliant on external funding to fund your 
programme you should start looking early and 
ensure you make applications on time and to 
multiple sources if possible. Information on 
sources of postgraduate funding which may help 
you in your search is available on our website: 
www.gsa.ac.uk/pgfunding

Please note that all sources of funding will have 
eligibility criteria and you should check these 
carefully before making an application. If you 
require further guidance please contact Student 
Welfare for assistance on: welfare@gsa.ac.uk

If you have completed your undergraduate 
degree at the GSA, or studied here as a visiting 
student, you are eligible for a 10% discount  
on programme fees for a postgraduate degree. 
Students wishing to take advantage of this 
discount should contact Fiona Blair in the  
Finance Office on: f.blair@gsa.ac.uk

Details of living costs, programme fees and 
additional sources of funding are available  
on our website: www.gsa.ac.uk/finance

Funded Places
The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) has provided 
funding for a number of full-fee waivers for 
postgraduate students at the GSA, for the 
academic year 2016/17. Scottish residents and EU 
citizens (not students from the rest of the UK) are 
eligible for these places. If you meet this criteria, 
you will automatically be considered for one of 
these waivers when you make an application to 
one of the eligible programmes – you do not need 
to make a separate application. The award will be 
communicated to you with the acceptance letter. 
Students given one of these fee waivers will not 
be eligible for any further tuition-based 
scholarships from the GSA. For further details, 
including a list of eligible programmes, see the 
GSA website: www.gsa.ac.uk/pgfundedplaces

Scholarships
The GSA has a number of scholarships available  
to new students. Each scholarship has its own 
application criteria, however all scholarship 
applicants must have met the academic entry 
requirements for study at the GSA and hold  
either an Unconditional or Conditional offer  
letter or e-mail, which must accompany their 
scholarship application. 

When applying for a GSA scholarship you should 
note that some of the scholarships offer a 
contribution towards tuition fees to assist  
you during your study at the GSA, whilst others 
provide a maintenance grant. The value of  
the scholarship does not reflect the full cost  
of undertaking full-time study.

Details of available scholarships, deadlines, 
criteria, frequently asked questions and 
application forms are available on the GSA 
website: www.gsa.ac.uk/scholarships

For information on the other funds available  
to help you whilst you are studying at the GSA, 
please contact the Student Welfare Service: 
welfare@gsa.ac.uk

Accommodation
As Scotland’s largest city and with five higher 
education institutions, Glasgow has an excellent 
supply of student accommodation, wherever  
in the city you choose to live. The GSA has two 
campus halls of residence, both located within  
a couple of minutes’ walk of the main GSA 
Garnethill Campus.

All applications and allocations for halls  
of residence are handled via the GSA 
Accommodation Office. Information on all sites, 
a guide to applying for a place and an application 
form are available on the GSA website:  
www.gsa.ac.uk/accommodation

The Student Welfare Department can assist  
with information for students who are  
interested in finding a private flat sharing  
with other students. Contact welfare@gsa.ac.uk 
for further information.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Cost of Living
Based on the following breakdown, we 
recommend that you allow approximately £680 
per month minimum (excluding entertainment) 
for a single student and £950 for a couple. For 
each child, add approximately £1,800 per year.

The following is a rough breakdown of the 
estimated cost per month for a single student 
living in shared self-catering accommodation:

• Accommodation: £300 
• Bills (electricity, gas): £60 
• Food: £140 
• Mobile phone: £25 
•  Miscellaneous (clothes, toiletries, travel etc.): 

£130 
• Entertainment: variable 
•  Materials, specialist equipment, field/study  

trips programme dependent, please refer  
to programme pages on our website.

You should also remember that you will need  
to budget for travel home.

Many students work approximately 15 hours  
a week to top up their income. For budget advice 
and information, please contact the Student 
Welfare Service. For information or assistance 
regarding part-time employment opportunities, 
please contact the Careers Service – more 
information at www.gsa.ac.uk/careers

Visas
Students coming to the GSA from outside  
the EU need to apply for a visa before travelling  
to the UK. EEA or Swiss Nationals do not need  
to apply for a visa to enter the UK. You can only 
apply for your visa up to 3 months prior to  
your programme start date. It is a good idea  
to start preparing for your visa application early, 
by collecting the necessary documents that  
you will require, including a print out of your  
CAS from the GSA, financial evidence, official 
translations of all documents not in English  
and passport photographs.

Students coming for less than 6 months  
(e.g. Study Abroad or Exchange students)  
will need to apply for a Short-Term Study Visa. 
Students coming for more than 6 months will 
need to apply for a Tier 4 General Student Visa.  
Please leave at least 4-6 weeks to do this.

The UK Visas and Immigration UKVI website 
provides detailed information on the visa 
application process, both for Tier 4 General 
Student Visa and the Short-Term Study Visa:  
gov.uk/visas-immigration

The UK Council for International Student Affairs 
provides useful information on the UK 
immigration system: ukcisa.org.uk

If you need help with your visa application  
or advice about the UK’s immigration law  
and requirements please contact our Student 
Welfare Service on welfare@gsa.ac.uk.  
Please do not rely on unprofessional immigration 
advice from friends or tutors who may not be 
properly informed.

Please also note that the UKVI requires you  
to show evidence of £820 per month for up to  
9 months of living expenses at the time of your 
visa application. You will not be able to rely on 
income from potential employment in the UK  
to provide evidence of this. International students 
have no recourse to public funds once they are  
in the UK.

University of Glasgow
All GSA degree programmes are validated by  
the University of Glasgow. Established in 1451, 
the University of Glasgow is a member of the 
prestigious Russell Group of leading UK research 
universities: www.gla.ac.uk
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Identical (still) 
Kevin Walls,  
MDes Sound for the Moving 
Image 2014, winner of BAFTA 
New Talent Award 2015
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