
	
 

Diploma in Architecture (Dip.Arch) 

The Diploma in Architecture programme at the Mackintosh School of Architecture 
is designed to provide the necessary educational framework for students who 
intend to enter the architectural profession, and confers exemption from Part II of 
the Examination in Architecture ARB/RIBA. 

The programme offers an intensive training in the forces acting on buildings, and 
the specific skills required of the architect. Project-based, it centres on 
contemporary issues of urban building, the work ranging from live projects and 
sponsored research to competitions and theoretical studies. 

The reputation of the School attracts students of all nationalities. Also, visiting 
critics from abroad bring a fresh perspective to studying in Glasgow, a city which 
itself provides a powerful stimulus to studying architecture. The programme is 
studio-based with all students working in one space. This provides an ideal 
environment to share advice and ideas across the years of study. 
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YEAR 4 (FIRST YEAR OF DIPLOMA) 

The first year of the Diploma is the opportunity for you to extend design skills 
within a rigorous creative studio and to explore architecture as a response to the 
contemporary issues. Glasgow is one of the UK’s most architecturally stimulating 
cities and, in addressing its pressing social concerns, was one of the first to use its 
status as a European City of Culture to provoke new thinking on urban design and 
regeneration. Glasgow is therefore an ideal test bed for new ideas. 

We use Glasgow but do so within the context of sustainable, Compact City theory. 
Strategic and critical thinking and a personal approach to designing is encouraged 
through the studio-projects. This is a preparation for the extended independent 
study of the final year Thesis Design. Emphasis continues to be placed on drawing 
and model making as means of rigorously investigating, clarifying and developing a 
design. Some projects are undertaken as group work while others are used to 
develop the individuals design skills. 

 



	
 
The projects typically include the design for a mixed use neighbourhood, high 
density housing, and the design of a cultural building within the inner city. In 2014-
15 projects included the design of neighbourhoods and housing in Glasgow and 
explored the north, south, east and west areas of the city, and a ‘Contemporary 
Athenaeum’ in Glasgow’s city centre. 
 
YEAR 5 (SECOND YEAR OF DIPLOMA) 

The second year of the Diploma centres on one major project, a Design Thesis. 
Building on the study and analysis of Glasgow, year 5 students move into the 
European city. The Design Thesis encompasses all the ambition, dreams and 
accumulated skills expected of a student nearing the completion of their education. 
It is a vehicle for personal study, in which the topic is selected by the student in 
accordance with her or his particular interests and developed in association with 
the tutorial staff. Projects explore a variety of site conditions within selected 
International cities. The project is developed from concept design through to design 
in detail. 
 
MASTERS IN ARCHITECTURE (BY CONVERSION) 

Students who achieve a sufficiently high standard in the final design thesis of the 
Diploma course may be eligible to proceed to a programme leading to the award of 
a masters degree, MArch (by conversion), where there is an opportunity to develop 
an aspect of work produced in the fifth year, in greater depth. 

Students progressing on to the MArch (by conversion) prepare an individual piece 
of work relating to their previous years’ work, and the course is supervised by the 
Professor of Architecture. 

The MArch (by conversion) programme takes an additional 15week Stage of full 
time study  or two 15 week Stages of part-time study. During this time, students 
develop ideas arising from their previous year’s work, which are of particular 
interest to them. They develop fluency in the discussion of contemporary issues, 
which encourages them to place their own work in the wider context of present day 
architecture and society. 

The exhibition at the end of the programme is seen as a valuable demonstration of 
the highest level of student aspiration and achievement and an important teaching 
tool for the School. Students are encouraged to devise and organise a public 
exhibition of their work. 


