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inTRoDuCTion
This guide provides prospective students 
from England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
and their parents with information about 
tuition fees, student fi nance and fi nancial 
support available.

The need to change the fee level paid by 
students from England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland to study in Scotland has been 
prompted by changes to university funding 
brought forward by the UK Government. 
English universities are set to charge annual 
tuition fees of up to £9,000 a year from 
2012 – 13.

ABouT THe GLAsGoW sCHooL oF ART

Founded in 1845 as The Government school of Design and one of the few 

independent art schools in the uK. Population: 1,900 students, almost 20% from 

outside the UK representing 55 countries. one of the highest student retention rates 

in the uK and one of the highest in scotland with a drop-out rate of only 3.3%. 

All students have access to studio space. Mackintosh school of Architecture graduates 

have a 97% employment rate. Strategic research partners include Historic Scotland, 

NHS, Skills Development Scotland, Institute of Directors, Royal College of Physicians 

and Surgeons of Glasgow, ARUP Acoustics. Design Week lists the GsA in its ‘Hot 50’ – 

leaders in design education. International exchange programme with more than 80 

participating institutions. Mackintosh school of Architecture is consistently ranked 

as the top architecture school in scotland and top fi ve in uK by Architects’ Journal. 

School of Fine Art has produced three Turner Prize winners, 28% of Turner Prize nominees 

since 2005, three Beck’s Futures winners and virtually all the artists chosen to represent 

Scotland at the Venice Biennale since 2003. Degrees accredited by the university of 

Glasgow, a World Top 100 university (Qs World university Rankings 2011). Mackintosh 

Building voted ‘Best British Building’ of the past 175 years, attracting 26,000 annual visitors. 

The only practice-based visual arts institution to feature in the Guardian university 

Guide specialist institutions 2012’s top ten.  £50M+ investment in a new urban campus. 

The GsA’s Learning Resources Team won the uK wide Times Higher education Award 

2010 for outstanding Library Team of the Year. 
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The Mutual’s Juliet Fellows-Smith (Painting 2009) from 
Northumberland, pictured in Mackintosh Building

Cover: Claudia Nova (Painting and Printmaking 2011) 
from Newcastle, in her studio
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TuiTion Fees
As one of the leading art schools in 
Europe, the GSA sustains an international 
reputation for integrating the highest levels 
of specialist practice-led, studio based and 
theoretical education in the visual creative 
disciplines. GSA staff (all of whom are 
practitioners) are world-leading in research 
forming the second largest art and design 
research community in the UK, and together 
with our students and alumni they continue 
to shape the world.

The Glasgow School of Art wants to 
continue to welcome all talented students 
from across the United Kingdom and 
beyond. We believe in setting a tuition fee 
that reflects the world-class education and 
exceptional student experience that you 
will receive from your time in Glasgow, 
whilst ensuring that your choice to study 
in Scotland does not make your degree any 
more expensive than its equivalent in other 
parts of the UK.

Five-year integrated Masters programmes
For students studying our MEng Product Design 
Engineering or our MEDes Product Design 
programmes, students will pay for a maximum of 
4 years (total £36,000) regardless of whether they 
enter in first or second year.

Five-year degree annual fee year one entry
(except Architecture)
Year one  £9,000
Year two  £9,000
Year three  £9,000
Year four  £9,000
Year five  £0
Total tuition fee  £36,000

Five-year degree annual fee year two entry
(except Architecture)
Year two  £9,000
Year three  £9,000
Year four  £9,000
Year five  £9,000
Total tuition fee  £36,000

Degrees and Diploma in Architecture
The annual tuition fee for our Architecture 
programme is £9,000, with a fee of £450 in the 
work placement year.

Architecture annual fee
Year one   £9,000
Year two   £9,000
Year three   £9,000
Professional Practice year  £450
Year four   £9,000
Year five   £9,000
Total tuition fee   £45,450

undergraduate Degrees
The cost of the four-year degree from The Glasgow 
School of Art will be the equivalent to the total  
fee charged by the majority of universities and  
art schools in other parts of the UK.

Four-year honours degree programmes  
(except Architecture)

The annual tuition fee for all programmes at The 
Glasgow School of Art is £9,000. Students choosing 
to start their degree in Fine Art, Design, Digital 
Culture, Product Design (BDes), Product Design 
Engineering (BEng) in first year will not pay for  
their final year.

This means that the cost of the four-year degree 
from The Glasgow School of Art will be the 
equivalent to the fee charged by a majority of 
universities and art schools in other parts of the UK. 

Four-year degree annual fee
Year one    £9,000
Year two    £9,000
Year three    £9,000
Year four    £0
Total tuition fee  £27,000

Direct entry to second year of four-year degrees
For exceptionally well-qualified students, or 
students who have completed a Foundation Course 
at art college in other parts of the UK the Glasgow 
School of Art offers direct entry into second year. 
As the annual fee at GSA remains the same the 
tuition costs of this option will be the same as the 
four-year option.

Direct entry annual fee
Year two  £9,000
Year three  £9,000
Year four  £9,000
Total tuition fee  £27,000

Graduate destinations include:

Dyson

Apple

Pollini

Nokia

L’Oreal

Ford

BBC

Dell

Philips

Gap

Sony

Jaguar

Pollini

BAe Systems

PWC

Rockstar Games

Foster and Partners

Richard Rogers Partners

In 2010, 96% of GSA 
graduates from full time 
undergraduate programmes 
were either in employment 
or further study six months 
after graduating. 
(HESA statistics 2010)
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sCHoLARsHiPs & BuRsARies
The GSA welcomes students from 55 
countries across the UK, Europe and the rest 
of the world. The GSA wants to ensure that 
becoming a part of this community, as far as 
possible, is based on potential, ability 
and talent. 

Widening Participation Bursary
The School has a number of Widening Participation 
Bursaries available each year to students enrolling 
one of our degree programmes, including diploma in 
Architecture. Students will be awarded a £2,000 fee 
discount for each year of study. Open to students 
from England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Access scholarships
Access Scholarships in the form of £1,000 for each 
year of study are available (after enrolment) for 
any Home undergraduate student who is from 
a low-income family, or suffering unanticipated 
fi nancial hardship.

Eligibility for access tuition fee discounts or cash 
scholarships will be assessed using evidence related 
to an individual’s income.

www.gsa.ac.uk/accessfund

scholarships
The School has a number of awards and scholarships 
available and a guide to these, along with frequently 
answered questions, is available online and should 
be checked regularly for updates.

www.gsa.ac.uk/life/funding-fi nance/scholarships

All bursaries and scholarships are subject to 
application and are awarded by the GSA Scholarships 
Committee.

GoVeRnMenT FunDinG FoR 
sTuDenTs DoMiCiLeD in 
enGLAnD AnD WALes

There are two main types of government 
fi nancial support available to students: 
tuition fee loans and living cost loans and 
grants. The tuition fee loan is paid directly 
to the School by the government and the 
living cost loans and grants are paid to 
the student.

Tuition fee loans
Students domiciled in England can apply for a 
tuition fee loan to cover the full cost of their 
programme of study from the Student Loans 
Company. Students domiciled in Wales will normally 
be eligible for a tuition fee loan from the Student 
Loans Company of up to £3,465 per year. A tuition 
fee grant from the Welsh Government will pay 
the balance of the tuition fees.

Living cost loans and grants
While the grant and loan levels for England and 
Wales domiciled students studying in Scotland 
have still to be confi rmed, it is expected that the 
same fi nancial support will be available to students 
choosing to study in England. Non-repayable 
maintenance grants will be available to students 
from households with income of £42,600 or less 
in England and £50,020 or less in Wales.

Maintenance loans will also be available to cover 
living costs for students living away from home.
The ‘Support Package’ tables overleaf outline the 
living cost support package that students will be 
entitled to in 2012-13.

Repayments on student loans
Repayments on student loans will not start until 
after graduation and earnings are over £21,000 a 
year. The tuition fee and living cost loans are added 
together and a single repayment will be deducted 
from the salary. Graduates repay 9% of their income 
over £21,000. For example with a salary of £25,000 
the 9% would only apply to £4,000. If earnings 
fall below £21,000 the graduate will stop making 
repayments.

Any outstanding balance on loans will be written 
off after 30 years. The table ‘Repayments on student 
loans’ overleaf shows some salaries and repayment 
amounts.

For further information go to:
student Finance england
www.direct.gov.uk/studentfi nance
or
student Finance Wales
www.studentfi nancewales.co.uk

Architecture students (BArch) working within the stdios in the 
Bourdon Building

Graeme Kennedy,  Interior Design 2011, in Vintage Guru, Glasgow
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GoVeRnMenT FunDinG FoR 
sTuDenTs DoMiCiLeD in 
noRTHeRn iReLAnD

There are two main types of government 
fi nancial support available to students: 
tuition fee loans and living cost loans and 
grants. The tuition fee loan is paid directly 
to the School by the government and the 
living cost loans and grants are paid 
directly to the student.

Tuition fee loans
Students domiciled in Northern Ireland can apply 
for a tuition fee loan to cover the full cost of 
their programme of study from the Student 
Loans Company.

Living cost loans and grants
A maintenance grant towards cost of living is 
available to students with a household income of 
less than £41,065 a year. The maximum grant of 
£3,475 is available to students with a household 
income of less than £19,203. A loan for living costs 
is available to students. The maximum loan for 
students living away from home is up to £4,840. 
Regardless of household income all eligible students 
will be entitled to 75% of the maximum loan 
available.

Repayments on student loans
Repayments on student loans will not start until 
after graduation and earnings are over £15,795 a 
year. The tuition fee and living cost loans are added 
together and a single repayment will be deducted 
from the graduate’s salary. Graduates repay 9% 
of their income over £15,795. For example with 
a salary of £25,000 the 9% would only apply to 
£9,205 and the monthly repayment would be £69 
per month. Any outstanding balance on loans will be 
written off after twenty fi ve years.

For further information go to:
student Finance northern ireland
www.studentfi nanceni.co.uk

suPPoRT PACKAGe 2012–13
for students from england living away from home1

Household income Living cost loan   non-repayable grant  Total

£25,000 or less £3,875   £3,250   £7,125

£30,000  £4,330   £2,341   £6,671

£35,000  £4,784   £1,432   £6,216

£40,000  £5,239   £523   £5,762

£42,600  £5,475   £50  £5,525

£42,875  £5,500   £0   £5,500

£45,000  £5,288   £0   £5,288

£50,000 £4,788   £0   £4,788

£55,000  £4,288   £0   £4,288

£60,000  £3,788   £0   £3,788

Over £62,500  £3,575   £0   £3,575

suPPoRT PACKAGe 2012–13 
for students from Wales living away from home2

Household income  Living cost loan  Assembly Learning Grant  Total

£18,370 or less  £1,901   £5,000   £6,901

£25,000 £2,800   £3,242   £6,042

£30,000  £3,526   £2,033   £5,559

£34,000  £4,082   £1,106   £5,188

£40,000  £4,319   £711   £5,030

£45,000  £4,517   £381   £4,898

£50,020  £4,715   £50   £4,765

£50,778  £4,745   £0   £4,745

Repayments on student loans

 Amount of salary from    Monthly
salary  which 9% will be deducted   repayment

£25,000  £4,000     £30.00

£30,000  £9,000     £67.50

£35,000  £14,000     £105.00

£40,000  £19,000     £142.50

£45,000  £24,000     £180.00

Source: Department for Business, Innovation & Skills1

Source: Student Finance Wales2

Students working on letterpress project in the visual 
communication caseroom
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GLAsGoW AnD THe 
CosT oF LiVinG

Glasgow offers one of the lowest overall 
living costs of any UK University city. In fact, 
with an annual cost of living of as little as 
£7,5001, Glasgow offers some of the best 
and most affordable living of any big-city in 
the whole of the UK.

“I really love Glasgow. It’s cheaper than 
many cities, so you can have a nice life 
here. It’s big enough so there’s an international, 
accessible art scene but it’s also small 
enough that people are more generous 
with their time. It’s a very friendly place.”  
Gustavo Crespo-Fernandez, Stage 3 Architecture

Accommodation
For students moving away from home accommodation 
is the single biggest living expense, but we pride 
ourselves on offering safe and affordable halls for 
you to choose from. With a cost for our standard, 
self-catered halls of residence of £83 per week, 
our residences are amongst the most affordable in 
the UK. We offer accommodation to suit different 
budgets, and all of our halls are within easy reach 
of our campus.

Food
In the local area of our campus and halls you’ll be 
able to access the full range of food shops, from 
independent delicatessens and specialist food stores, 
M&S, through to Sainsbury, Tesco, Iceland and 
Lidl. Planning ahead and eating both healthily and 
economically is easy in Glasgow and your weekly 
food bill could be as little as £35.

Getting around
The cost of transport within Glasgow is one of 
the cheapest of any UK cities. A single fare on the 
underground from the School to the West End is 
just £1.20, and you can walk into town in less
than ten minutes. Taxi fares from the city centre to 
the West End are around £5 after midnight – again, 
some of the cheapest in the UK. Plus, the free 
School bus between our Garnethill and Skypark 
campus makes getting around the GSA affordable 
for everyone.

Leisure and sport
The School is close by beautiful parkland and 
gardens, free museums and galleries, and the 
Student Representative Council (the Art School) has 
a famous entertainment calendar. GSA students 
may join clubs and societies at Glasgow University 
and use the University’s sports facilities – which 
include a pool, sauna, brand new cardio and weights 
suites, and a full calendar of classes – cost just £50 
for an annual student membership.

“In addition to its exceptional arts and culture 
sector, Glasgow has the greatest concentration 
of the creative industries in Scotland and one of 
the largest in the UK outside London. The City has 
strong clusters in broadcasting, fi lm, advertising, 
design, multi-media, publishing, software and music.  

The economic benefi ts are only one dimension of 
the sector’s value. A strong cultural sector is an 
engine of social growth and of civic participation, 
and the City’s reputation and international profi le 
continues to benefi t from its cultural standing.  
Glasgow remains the second most visited city after 
Edinburgh, outside London, amongst overseas leisure 
tourists. The overseas demand for work by Glasgow’s 
companies is increasing and Glasgow’s creative 
community draws an every-increasing number of 
international fi gures into its fold.” 

John Myerscough Report 2011.

useFuL ConTACTs AnD inFoRMATion
Glasgow school of Art student Welfare
welfare@gsa.ac.uk 

Glasgow school of Art Registry (Admissions and enquiries)
registry@gsa.ac.uk

Glasgow school of Art updated funding and fi nance
www.gsa.ac.uk/life/funding-fi nance 

Glasgow school of Art scholarships
www.gsa.ac.uk/scholarships

Glasgow school of Art undergraduate degree programmes
www.gsa.ac.uk/undergraduate

student Finance england
www.direct.gov.uk/studentfi nance
Tel: 0845 300 5090

student Finance Wales
www.studentfi nancewales.co.uk
Tel: 0845 602 8845

student Finance northern ireland
www.studentfi nanceni.co.uk
Tel: 0845 600 0662

Please note that the tuition fee 
information is based on a proposed 
fee and subject to legislation in the 
Scottish Parliament. While every effort 
has been made to ensure the accuracy 
of the information contained within 
this publication please refer to the 
School website which contains all 
up-to-date information on tuition fees 
and eligibility criteria for scholarships 
and bursaries.

Information correct as at October 
2012 and may be subject to change.

Students viewing James Houston’s BAFTA Award winning piece ‘Big 
Ideas (Don’t get any)’ at Degree Show 08 at the Foulis Building

Debbie McGill, Product Design Engineering MEng 2011, 
pictured outside the Lighthouse, Glasgow

Source: NatWest Student Living Index 20101



Download our 
undergraduate Magazine

www.gsa.ac.uk/study/undergraduate-degrees


