
Pam Hogg Oration 
 
Chancellor, by authority of Senate I present to you this person on whom the Senate desires 
you to confer the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters: 
 
Pam Hogg 
 
Pam Hogg has been a singular presence within British fashion design, music and art since the 
early 1980s. Celebrated, collected and revered by fashion critics, museums, her peers, the 
popular press, as well as a new generation of students who look to her designs and success as 
inspiration, it is for her achievements in this field that this nomination is made.  
 
Pam’s work has acted as a catalyst for - and been expressive of – the huge shifts that have 
taken place in British culture during this period, when London, and its associated club 
cultures, came to influence and dominate the visual language of fashion, graphic design, 
magazines and music worldwide.  Along with her contemporaries – such as John Galliano, 
Body Map, Leigh Bowery and Vivienne Westwood – she has articulated an approach to design 
that draws upon an understanding and melding of popular culture, fine art, music and the 
club scene that spawned them. In short, she is a true artist and designer, one who has been 
able to combine a keen sense of innovation and creativity with exceptional skill and 
craftsmanship. 
 
Although Pam graduated from Textiles in the School of Design, her time at GSA began within 
the department of Fine Art.  However, as she simply and modestly puts it: 

“I always thought I was going to be a painter but my friend took me to the textile 
department, and it looked so interesting.  Anything new to me was exciting and a 
challenge so I changed course.” 

 
And thank goodness she did, because Fine Art’s loss became Textiles gain, as she went on to 
study and excel in the discipline of Printed Textiles.  Not only did Pam graduate with a first 
class degree, she was also awarded the Newbery Medal of Distinction, the Frank Warner 
Memorial Medal, the Leverhulme Scholarship and the Royal Society of Arts Bursary, which 
took her on to further study at the Royal College of Art in London, where she gained her MA 
in Printed Textiles.  It’s worth stating that this outstanding range of achievements is, as far as 
we are aware, the only time that all of these awards have been granted to one student. 
 
It is interesting to note that as a fashion designer, Pam Hogg has never received formal 
training, so, in a sense is self-taught. However her practice exemplifies the specialist skills 
and rigorous approach instilled in all of our students, and she is easily able to parlay her 
distinctive style across a range of media.  So, as well as finding renown as a fashion designer, 
she has directed and produced a number of short films and promos featuring Anita 
Pallenburg, Daryl Hannah, Bobby Gillespie and Siouxie Sioux; her bands Hogdoll and Hogg 
have been on tour with Blondie and The Pogues; and in 1990, the late, great Terry Wogan 



introduced her onto his show as “one of the most original, inventive, creative designers in 
Britain” adding that, “she has reached what is called cult status.”  
 
Her clothing collections have been sold in Harrods, Harvey Nichols, Joseph, Browns, 
Bloomingdales, Bendels and Charavari as well as numerous boutiques across Japan, France 
and Italy; she has shown, on and off, as part of London Fashion Week since 1985, with a brief 
soujourn to Paris in 2011; her clothes are as at home on the pages of Vogue worn by Naomi 
Campbell and Gisele Bundchen, as they are on the backs of rock stars and club kids; and her 
client list reads like a who’s who of the most important female artists of our time and 
includes Debbie Harry, Siouxie Sioux, Rihanna, Beyonce, Bjork, Lady Gaga, Beth Ditto, Kylie 
Minogue and Taylor Swift. And this year she was invited to design the trophy gifted to all 
winners at the 2016 Brit awards - the sixth designer or artist who has been asked to so - her 
predecessors being Tracey Emin, Vivienne Westwood, Sir Peter Blake, Damien Hirst and 
Phillip Treacy. 
 
Although Pam went on to receive an MA in Printed Textiles from the Royal College of Art, 
and has been resident in London ever since, she credits her time at The Glasgow School of 
Art for her success, and says of her first day as a student,  

 
“When I walked up those steps to the front door of the Mackintosh building I knew 
that my life would change forever.  The building itself was so incredibly inspiring.  I 
noted the asymmetry, the different coloured glass on each door, and realized that 
nothing was uniform, nothing was regular.  These irregularities had a profound effect 
on me.   And when I saw the other students’ work I was blown away.  I had never 
really felt challenged before and now I was amongst such talented people.  It was a 
complete eye opener and I knew my horizons were going to change dramatically.  It 
was the most exciting day of my life and these experiences have influenced my work 
ever since.” 

 
And just as Pam still places huge pride and importance in her Glaswegian origins and her time 
at GSA, I can confirm that the feeling is entirely mutual.  As an institution we are immensely 
proud of her and her achievements.   And, as a city we still think of her as one of our own.  
 
Chancellor, I invite you to confer the degree of Doctor of Letters on Pam Hogg. 
 
 
 


