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Course Specification 
 

 
Course Code:   Session 
PELC201 2016/17 
 

1. Course Title:  
From Adorno to Zizek: An A to Z of Critical Theory 
 

2. Date of production/revision:  
23 October 2013 
 

3. Level:  
Level 11 

 

4. Credits:  
15 
 

5. Lead School/Board of Studies:   
FoCI, Inter-School Board 
 

6. Course Contact:  
Dr Ross Birrell and Dr Benjamin Greenman 
 

7. Course Aims:  
- To provide students with an understanding of a range of ideas and critical perspectives from 

the tradition of Critical Theory, relevant across the various fields of postgraduate study. 
- To provide students with an understanding of important theoretical concepts and how they 

may be used to interpret and critically evaluate issues in art and design practice. 
- To provide students with an understanding of the ways that Critical Theory has asked and 

formulated questions about society, thereby contributing to the development of skills in 
critical inquiry and research. 

- To facilitate cross-disciplinary thought and practical connections by bringing together 
students on different programmes of studies. 

- To encourage an integration of modes of research and practice by promoting an awareness 
of how concerns in practice relate to wider themes in Critical Theory. 

 

8. Intended Learning Outcomes of Course:  
By the end of this course students will be able to: 

- Demonstrate an understanding of central ideas, questions and theories in Critical Theory 
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and an appreciation of the contexts they seek to address. 
- Demonstrate an understanding of how theoretical concepts can be used in interpretation. 
- Demonstrate skills in critical inquiry and evaluation. 
- Show an awarenress of how concerns in art and design practice pertain to broader critical 

issues, and how critical theory can be used to articulate these concerns.  
 

9. Indicative Content:  
This course consists of a team-taught series of lectures and seminars that examines the intellectual 
tradition of Critical Theory, beginning primarily with the Frankfurt School in the early twentieth 
century and running through to present day debates about contemporary society. The purpose of 
the course is to introduce students to the core set of ideas, debates and questions that have defined 
this tradition, and to consider how these provide frames for interpretation and inquiry. In this way 
dominant factors in contemporary society will be examined through critical theory, just as critical 
theory will be considered as articulating related concerns in art and design practices.  
The lecture-series is organised around major thinkers and the questions, concepts and theories that 
they have formulated. In this way the course as a whole will address fundamental themes, such as 
the limits of reason and public discourse, the reversal of the institutions of the enlightenment, the 
processes of commodification in a global context, the conceptualisation of societal antagonism, 
contradiction and unconscious desire, and the changing status of subjectivity, identity and 
personhood.    
 

 

10. Description of Summative Assessment:  
Assessment will be by 2,500-word essay on a topic that relates to one of the themes in the lecture 
series 
10.1 Please describe the Summative Assessment arrangements: 
Assessments will be submitted directly to the course tutor by the deadline specified on the 
timetable. 
 

11. Formative Assessment:  
Presentation and discussion in seminars   
11.1 Please describe the Formative Assessment arrangements: 
The students will be required to give a short presentation, either individually or as 
presenter/respondent pair, of the views expressed in a text as an introduction to seminar discussion. 
Oral feedback will be provided in the seminar. 
 

12. Collaborative:  
Yes  No  

12.1 Teaching Institutions:   
38T 
 

13. Requirements of Entry:  
None 
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14. Co-requisites:  
Relevant courses specified on the Programme on which the student is enrolled 
 

15. Associated Programmes:  
None (this is an elective course, offered to all PGT Programmes) 
 

16. When Taught:  
Term 2 
 

17. Timetable:  
Weekly sessions for ten weeks, each lasting for two hours and consisting of a lecture and/or 
seminar. 
 

18. Available to Visiting Students:  
Yes  No  

 

19. Distance Learning:  
Yes  No  

 

20. Placement:  
Yes  No  

 

21. Learning and Teaching Methods:   
Method Formal Contact Hours Notional Learning Hours 

(Including formal contact hours) 
Lecture 8 24 
Studio             
Seminar/Presentation  8 40 
Tutorial             
Workshop             
Laboratory work             
Project work             
Professional Practice             
E-Learning / Distance Learning             
Placement             
Examination             
Essay       86 
Private Study Not Applicable       
Other (please specify below)             
TOTAL 
 
 
 
 

20 150 
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23. Additional Relevant Information:   
None 
 

24. Indicative Bibliography: 
Andrew Arato and Eike Gebhardt (ed.), The Essential Frankfurt School Reader, New York: Continuum, 
1982 
Fred Rush (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Critical Theory, Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2004 
James Bohman and William Rehg (ed.), Deliberative Democracy: Essays on Reason and Politics, 
Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1997 
Radical Philosophy, No. 149, May/June 2008, special issue on Art and Immaterial Labour 
Chantal Mouffe, Agonistics: Thinking the World Politically, London: Verso, 2013 
Donna Landry and Gerald MacLean (ed.), The Spivak Reader, New York and London: Routledge, 1996 
Elizabeth Wright and Edmond Wright (ed.), Zizek Reader, Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 1999 
Paul Rabinow (ed.), The Foucault Reader, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1991 
Sarah Salis (ed.), The Judith Butler Reader, Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2003 
 
 

 

22. Description of “Other” Teaching and Learning Methods:   
None 


