
S P R I N G  W E E K E N D S



Make the most of your weekend and attend one of our courses 
this April. Weekend courses for adults are available in a wide 
range of subjects including Drawing, Painting, Embroidery, 
Silversmithing, Jewellery, Photography, Textiles, Printing, Stained 
Glass, Sculpture and Ceramics.

The taster courses will run from 10am to 4pm over a Saturday 
and Sunday in April. These taster courses are ideal for students 
who would like to learn about a new subject or develop existing 
approaches to art-making and would be an ideal precursor to 
one of the week-long Summer School courses. All of our Spring 
Weekend courses will be held on the GSA campus and are open 
to anyone over 16 years of age.

We welcome students of all levels of ability and our courses are 
suitable for beginners and those with experience unless otherwise 
stated in the course description provided. Students will be asked 
to provide their own materials unless otherwise stated. You will 
be advised in your confirmation notification of recommended 
materials to bring with you.
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PAINTING THE FIGURE

Tutor Donald Sutherland

Learn new or develop existing skills and approaches for painting 
the nude figure. This course will cover the use of tone and 
colour selection, composition and paint handling to develop 
solidity, atmosphere and expression of representing the human 
figure. This will help you develop your understanding of 
structures and form, and to build confidence in handling paint in 
relation to life painting. You will learn to express an imaginative 
and personal response to the figure. Some experience of life 
drawing is recommended.

Fee £140 | Discounted Fee £120 | Places 12

 
INTRODUCTION TO DRAWING AND PAINTING

Tutor TBC

This course is designed for beginners, or those with limited 
experience that want to enhance their knowledge and skills 
of drawing and painting further. Working from still life and 
sourced images, you will be introduced to fundamental drawing 
and painting techniques, receiving step by step instruction 
throughout. You will learn about the nature and use of materials, 
tone, composition, and colour through a series of progressive 
exercises designed to suit each individual’s interests and stage 
of development.

Fee £125 | Discounted Fee £105 | Places 10

ACRYLIC PAINTING

Tutor John Nicol

From the absolute beginner to the more seasoned painter; 
from those who wish to paint directly from life to those who 
wish to take on the challenges of abstract still life painting, this 
course aims to lay a foundation in the basics of painting with 
acrylic and to explore, experiment and play with the possibilities 
within the medium. If you’re dusting off your old brushes, just 
recapping or stepping out for the first time with acrylic paint, 
we’ll be covering the preparation of painting surfaces (canvas 
stretching etc.), tonal studies, the mixing of colour, indirect 
painting, glazing, and experimental mark-making. This course 
will cater to the individual needs of all students. Working 
with individual strengths as well as weaknesses the course is 
designed to improve and polish your painting technique.

Fee £125 | Discounted Fee £105 | Places 10

CERAMICS HANDBUILDING

Tutor Kevin Andrew Morris

Working with clay you will be introduced to a range of 
handbuilding techniques suitable to make both complex 
functional ceramic pieces as well as sculptural objects. 
Throughout the weekend you will explore a range of techniques 
including, pinch pots, coiling, and slab building as well as surface 
decoration. By the end of the weekend you will have produced 
small pieces in clay and developed your creative and practical 
skills in this material. Finished pieces will be allowed to air dry 
for a number of weeks before being fired and made ready for 
you to collect.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 8

Initial materials are included

SILVERSMITHING – MAKING A TRINKET BOX

Tutor Hamish Dobbie

In this two day class you will use components to create a 
small copper trinket box. This course will introduce you to 
fundamental silversmithing techniques of sawing, soldering and 
polishing metal to a good finish. The class is open to all skill 
levels and each student will be asked to bring their own basic 
kit of hand tools for the course. Copper can be purchased from 
the department during the course.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 10 

GLASS FUSING & SLUMPING

Tutor Eilidh Keith

This course covers the techniques of cutting glass, painting, 
fusing and slumping. You will experiment with different types of 
glass to learn about the compatibilities of the materials and will 
also explore the effects of variable kiln temperatures and firings. 
During the weekend you will have the opportunity to work 
with vitreous paints, frits, stringers, powders and a selection of 
glasses (eg. bullseye, dichroic, iridescent, textured). Design and 
colour will form an important part of the studio work alongside 
technical studies. You will produce work ranging from fused 
pieces of jewellery to small slumped forms.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 8

Initial materials are included

INTRODUCTION TO BLACK & WHITE PHOTOGRAPHY

Tutor Sam Dransfield

This workshop is a short introduction to black and white 
photography and will instruct you in the use of a 35mm film 
camera and its primary functions along with film processing and 
working in a darkroom. The course will cover camera handling, 
exposure control, contact printing, developing and enlarging. 
Using these skills you will learn to shoot and develop your own 
photographs. You will be provided with one black and white film 
and a selection of printing paper over the weekend. Cameras 
can be borrowed from the Department.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 8

Initial materials are included

HANDBAG MAKING

Tutor Myra Ostacchini

Handbags will be created through textile de-reconstruction 
using surplus fabrics and left over garments. Sample handbags, 
patterns and materials will be supplied to select from.  You can 
also bring along your own pieces of fabric to experiment with 
new combinations. Colour and texture balance will be explored 
through the cutting and planning stages. Pattern alterations 
and skills will be tailored to your selection of materials that 
can be applied to a range of projects. Construction of the 
bag will involve a beginner’s knowledge of a sewing machine. 
Participants are advised to supply their own scissors.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 8

Initial materials are included
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APRIL 01 &  02

Image: Liz Sumner  Course: Life Studies - Advanced Workshop  
Tutor: Donald Sutherland
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CRASH COURSE IN LIFE DRAWING

Tutor Paddy Dorrian

The course will explore the practice of both life drawing and 
painting by working directly from the nude model. The course 
will allow the student to learn about measurement, analysis, 
appropriate materials and techniques to render a pose. Students 
will also develop an understanding of form, proportion, structure 
and composition. By the end of the course the student will be 
comfortable in a life room and be able to realise a pose using 
appropriate techniques and media. Previous experience of 
drawing from the nude is not required.

Fee £140 | Discounted Fee £120 | Places 12

OIL PAINTING

Tutor Suzanne Taylor

This course is designed for anyone using oil paint for the first 
time, or those with limited experience that want to enhance 
their knowledge and skills of drawing and painting further. Oil 
paint is a lot of fun and, with the right approach, is easier for 
beginners to use than people sometimes assume. Working from 
still life and photographic images you will receive step-by-step 
instruction throughout. You will learn about the nature and 
use of the materials, tone, composition and colour through a 
series of progressive exercises designed to suit each individual’s 
interests and stage of development.

Fee £125 | Discounted Fee £105 | Places 10

ONE WEEKEND – 100 DRAWINGS

Tutor Paul Brady

A high energy weekend of directed and self-directed drawing 
projects, with rapid shifts in materials, scale, subject and focus. 
Strictly no discards - come ready to play, risk, invent and 
discuss! 

The aim is to generate a rapid portfolio of research drawings, 
and delve into new visual territories by keeping productivity 
fluid and open. The weekend will be structured into four 
sections, with significant shifts in pace and emphasis.  
Some exercises will be closely directed, while others will 
encourage you to apply your own reasoning and ideas, 
juxtaposing traditional and contemporary to drawing.  
Come prepared to observe, deconstruct, invent, enlarge,  
reduce, copy and collaborate.

Fee £125 | Discounted Fee £105 | Places 10

SCARVES & SPRING COLLARS

Tutor Myra Ostacchini

This project will take a fun filled approach to creating a 
patchwork scarf and reversible collar. We will repurpose surplus 
textiles and de-reconstruct textiles from left over garments. All 
fabrics will be supplied and participants can also bring along 
their own fabrics to explore new combinations. We will design 
and construct a patchwork scarf and a smaller spring neck 
collar. You will leave with a complete scarf and neck collar and 
patterns will be supplied to create further projects to explore.  
Both projects will involve a basic knowledge of a sewing 
machine. Participants are asked to supply their own scissors.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 8

Initial materials are included

JEWELLERY - A STONE SET RING

Tutor Shona Guthrie

During this short workshop you will cover the basic techniques 
of piercing and soldering with base metals before moving 
onto silver. Throughout the weekend there will be group 
demonstrations as well as one to one tuition. On the second 
day you will primarily be working in silver and there will be an 
opportunity to apply technical skills learned during day one in a 
broader design sense to complete a silver faceted stone set ring 
with a rub over setting. Copper and silver can be purchased from 
the Department during the weekend and you will be advised 
after booking regarding the purchase of your stones. This 
course is suitable for beginners as well as those with existing 
knowledge of jewellery making skills.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 10

TEXTILE PRINTING

Tutor Lynsey Calder

In this two day taster course, you will be introduced to some 
basic screenprinting techniques and heat transfer printing. Using 
your own drawings and imagery, you will learn how to design 
and print a unique range of fabrics. Dyes and equipment are 
provided however you should bring your own choice of fabrics 
on which to print. This course is open to beginners and those 
with previous skills.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 6

Initial materials are included

INTRODUCTION TO DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Tutor Betty Meyer

This course is a basic introduction to using the exposure 
controls on your digital camera. Throughout the weekend, you 
will explore the creative use of aperture and shutter speed 
as well as ISO. White balance and composition will also be 
discussed. For the practical work students will be encouraged to 
use both indoor and outdoor lighting. Students are required to 
bring their own digital camera.

Fee £120 | Discounted Fee £100 | Places 10

LIFE SCULPTURE

Tutor Cath Whippey

Sculpting in clay directly from the nude life model, this hands-
on course is designed to broaden your observation skills and 
teach you clay modelling techniques. Considering the qualities 
of form and exploring ways to convey mass and proportions, 
you will develop an understanding of how to render the human 
form three dimensionally. You will learn how to use the tools 
and equipment required for figurative sculpture and receive 
instruction both as a group and individually, working towards 
completing one piece of sculpture. This course is suitable for 
beginners and those with previous experience.

Fee £140 | Discounted Fee £120 | Places 8

Initial materials are included
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LIFE DRAWING AS A BASIS FOR ABSTRACTION

Tutor Leslie McGuire

Students will work directly from the nude life model. You 
will complete a series of drawings and studies using different 
techniques and materials that will broaden your approach 
and understanding of not only the human form but also the 
possibilities of creating exciting images. These studies will 
then be used to create and develop individual work. You will 
experiment with different techniques, including collage, as well 
as examining the work of other artists such as de Kooning. 
Students of all abilities are welcome although some experience 
in life drawing would be an advantage.

Fee £140 | Discounted Fee £120 | Places 12

EXPERIMENTAL DRAWING WEEKEND

Tutor Paul Brady

Students will be introduced to experimental drawing techniques 
to explore ideas and approaches to drawing. Through techniques 
inspired by key artist of the 20th Century, students will make 
and share drawing instruments to create charcoal drawings 
from visual stimuli in the studio. Students will explore the 
restrictions and possibilities of these experimental drawing 
processes while creating expression in their work. By the end of 
the weekend you will have a collection of drawings made using 
experimental drawing techniques to explore composition, line, 
scale, and mark making.

Fee £125 | Discounted Fee £105 | Places 10

PORTRAIT DRAWING & PAINTING

Tutor Sarah-Margaret Gibson

The emphasis of this course is to develop your drawing skills 
through a practical approach to the art of portraiture. Working 
directly from the model, drawing will form the basis of this 
exploration. You will go on to examine the relationship between 
colour and form, painting and compositional techniques and 
will be encouraged to experiment with a range of materials. 
Beginners and more experienced artists alike are welcome on 
this course.

Fee £140 | Discounted Fee £120 | Places 10

LANDSCAPE DRAWING & PAINTING

Tutor Lee Craigmile

Scotland is famous for its wild landscape, and this is the perfect 
course for those who love recording the great outdoors. Working 
from photographs, memory, imagination, sketch-book material 
- this course aims to help students fulfil their ambitions to 
capture the beauty of nature. Over the weekend participants 
will be encouraged to explore a wide range of techniques and 
materials with the emphasis on acquiring new skills. As this is a 
short course, students are encouraged to bring along their own 
source materials, although alternatives will also be provided 
by the course tutor. This course is open to beginners and 
experienced artists alike.

Fee £125 | Discounted Fee £105 | Places 10

INTRODUCTION TO JEWELLERY MAKING

Tutor Shona Guthrie

Over this two day course you will learn some of the basic 
techniques of jewellery making. These techniques will include 
piercing, soldering, roll printing and polishing. Day one will 
centre on group demonstrations and students will work in base 
metals practicing and perfecting the above techniques. On day 
two students will progress to working in silver with an aim to 
finishing at least one wearable piece of unique and personal 
jewellery. This course is suitable for absolute beginners as well 
as those with an existing knowledge of jewellery making skills. 
All materials such as copper/brass and silver will be available to 
buy directly from the Department.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 10

INTRODUCTION TO BASIC HAND EMBROIDERY

Tutor Alan Moore

This is a short introduction to the vast and immersive world of 
hand embroidery. The course will focus on simple stitches used 
in a variety of embroidery and embellishment subjects and 
disciplines. Students will be shown a small vocabulary of stitch 
techniques with examples of how they can be used to create 
images. Students will begin by producing a set of samples using 
the stitch techniques shown and will develop their own design 
work during the weekend. Initial materials will be supplied but 
students are encouraged to bring other fabric and embroidery 
threads to work with.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 8

Initial materials are included

PEG LOOM WEAVING

Tutor Myra Ostacchini

This is a very basic form of weaving and can produce any 
desired width to create scarves, table runners, placemats and 
even small rugs. This project will explore texture and weight 
of textiles to suit your individual choice of work. We will be 
repurposing textiles from left over yarn, wools and textiles. All 
fabrics will be supplied and participants can bring along some of 
their own fabrics to explore new combinations. Experimentation 
of colour and texture will provide your own unique woven 
textile. We will step by step instruct how to plan, cast on, weave 
and finish your project including tension and how to combine 
texture and weight. This is a fun and basic weaving technique 
with fast and impressive results. This is a beginner project  
and would suit a participant with an interest in textiles.  
All participants will complete a woven textile by the end  
of the weekend. Participants are asked to supply their  
own scissors.

Fee £130 | Discounted Fee £110 | Places 8

Initial materials are included 


