
	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

PRE-SESSIONAL ENGLISH FOR CREATIVE DISCIPLINES 
GUIDE FOR STUDENTS 
 

What is the Pre-Sessional Course in English for Creative Disciplines? 
 
The Pre-Sessional Course in English for Creative Disciplines constitutes a 3-month discipline-
specialist language provision tailored to the needs of international students who have been 
offered a place on an undergraduate or postgraduate course at GSA on the condition that they 
improve their English up to a level required by a given GSA programme. 

This intensive bridging programme offers a unique opportunity to study English and essential 
academic skills in the context of the creative disciplines (Art, Design and Architecture), their 
specialist learning methodologies, practices and processes, enriched by immersion in the British 
and Scottish culture. 

Based on close entwining of content and language as well as inquiry-based learning, the Course 
intends to help the students not only to improve their language skills but also develop 
discipline-specific practices and so successfully transition to study on their prospective 
programmes. 

 

Advantages of taking the GSA Pre-Sessional course: 
 

• Interactive, inquiry-based and student-centred teaching methods 
• Integrated individual and group projects to allow the development of research skills, 

creative and critical thinking, content knowledge and graduate attributes 
• Cultural immersion programme in form of gallery visits, field trips, film screenings, artist 

talks, lectures from subject specialists, etc 
• Integrated formative assessment to allow monitoring progress and establishing learning 

objectives 
• Learning, teaching and assessment methods aiming to mimic those used in the 

discipline-specific contexts 
• Virtual learning environment supporting the course 

 

 



	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

 
Entry Requirements for the Pre-Sessional Course 
 
In order to apply for the Pre-Sessional Course in the Creative Disciplines the students have to 
have a conditional offer for any GSA course which requires them to improve their language 
skills up to a level required by the prospective course. These requirements will be different for 
undergraduate and postgraduate courses and so they affect the entry requirements for the Pre-
Sessional Course. 

Students who have a conditional offer of 6.0 (overall) with no less than 5.5 in each component: 

Minimum IELTs for entry 

  Listening Reading Writing Speaking 

Minimum Score 5.0 5.0 5.5 5.5 

  

Students who have a conditional offer of 6.5 (overall) with no less than 5.5 in each component: 

Minimum IELTs for entry 

  Listening Reading Writing Speaking 

Minimum Score 5.5 5.5 6.0 6.0 

 
Current IELTs must have been taken at an approved test centre within 2 years of the proposed 
course start date. 

 
Course Dates 
 
12 weeks starting on 11 June 2018 

 
Cost 
 
The cost of the programme including tutition, materials and course related field trips (but not 
accommodation) is £3,800 and is payable in full, prior to students being issued with their CAS. 

 



	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

 

Course Aims: 
 

• Improve the ability to communicate effectively and confidently in academic English for 
Art, Design and Architecture 

• Improve performance across the four language skills (reading, writing, listening and 
speaking) and subskills (e.g. reading dense and/or lengthy texts, listening to lectures, 
effective note taking while reading/listening, giving academic presentations, 
participating in seminar discussions, writing texts in genres appropriate for the discipline, 
etc) within the context of Art, Design and Architecture and through exposure to and 
production of subject-specific oral and written text types. 

• Develop learner autonomy and independence in a creative learning environment as well 
as a range of higher-order thinking skills (e.g. critical and analytical skills, reflection, 
evaluation) and personal attributes (e.g. cross-cultural communication, creative  
 
thinking, collaboration, ethical awareness, adaptability, resourcefulness) in order to 
succeed in the academy. 

• Develop appreciation and understanding of the creative and cultural context within 
Scotland and the UK.  

 

Course Content and Teaching Approaches 
 
The Pre-Sessional Course in the Creative Disciplines is a full-time 3-month course with 25 hours 
of classroom contact every week and a weekly minimum requirement of 2 hours of independent 
study. 

The overall approach taken to the design of the Course relies on Content and Language 
Integrated Learning (CLIL) which is learning English by studying a content-based subject ~(Art, 
Design and Architecture in this case) rather than learning a content-based subject through a 
medium of English.  

To integrate relevant content, the course is divided into two-week blocks, each featuring three 
interconnected subject-specific strands:  

1. art and design/culture studies concepts (e.g. remix culture, performativity, gender 
identity, critical feminism, etc.) 

2. art and design methodologies (auto/ethnography, visual analysis, reflective journal, etc.)  
3. art and design projects (e.g. ‘identity box’, ‘sensing my city’, etc.).  



	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

 
The first two strands focus on the presentation and exploration of the topics and relevant 
illustrative examples of art works by means of lectures, talks, film screenings, text readings, as 
well as student-led discussions and presentations. 

The third strand is a more practice-oriented component which will ask the students to work 
individually and/or in groups to produce a textual/visual/material artefact or a series thereof. 
This will be subject to formative feedback, including group critiques and critical response 
process (artist-driven feedback process during which the author presents their piece together 
with probing questions for the audience in order to self-evaluate their work).  

The Project strand will also allow the students to research what an artist’s/designer’s practice 
entails, interrogate own practice, beliefs and values, interrogate the research/creation process 
as well as collaborate in groups and across disciplines and cultures.  

All the three strands will strongly rely on inquiry-based learning, which emphasises the need for 
consistent questioning, problem posing and solving, divergent and convergent thinking, multi-
perspective evaluation and group knowledge construction. 

All the three strands will also integrate appropriate and relevant language and study skills focus 
to help students process the input adequately, develop relevant study and language skills and 
produce output demonstrating their ability to use those in context. For example, a lecture may 
be accompanied by a terminology task and a follow-up discussion. On top of that regular 
language and study skills workshops will be timetabled weekly to analyse the features of the 
written and spoken texts in more detail and in order to practise a range of language skills and 
subskills in more controlled activities to help the students make progress in order to meet the 
required exit criteria: 

• Listening: active listening, effective note-taking, dealing with rapid speech and unfamiliar 
accent; 

• Reading: active reading, effective note-taking, dealing with longer and/or denser texts;  
• Speaking and writing:  

o building coherent and well-researched argument, with an effective introduction 
and conclusion (in case of presentations and essays), which demonstrates the 
ability to think analytically and critically;  

o effectively integrating sources into writing by means of appropriately referenced 
and relevant quotes, summaries and paraphrases;  

o skillful use of language in regard to accuracy and range.  

 
 



	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

 

Throughout the course, regular one-to-one consultations will be offered during which the 
students will be able to keep track of their development in terms of short- and longer-term 
goals related to language study and study skills.  

A staggered approach to timetabling the language workshops will be taken, with the proportion 
of the language input being front-loaded and gradually decreasing to make more space for the 
content input and practice through project component (with language still being part thereof, in 
line with CLIL principles). The latter will also become progressively more challenging in terms of 
the complexity of the input and output. 

Use of VLE 
 
Supported independent study through the course VLE environment (Canvas) in form of 
structured activities, reflection tasks and links to useful resources. Flipped classroom approach 
will also be used which requires the students to complete activities online prior to class so that 
they have the background knowledge and skills necessary to engage in practical applications.  

Assessment 
 
The Course features a combination of formative and summative assessments. The former 
focuses on informal and formal procedures throughout the duration of the Course which allow 
the teacher and the student to monitor the progress and adjust teaching and learning in order 
to ensure staying on track. The latter aims to evaluate the student learning at given points of 
the Course, for example mid-course and at the end to decide if it matches the required 
standards, for example exit requirements at the end of the Course. 

Formative Assessment 
 
Formative assessment on the Pre-Sessional Course is based on a portfolio of artefacts (written 
and spoken with strong visual components) created as part of individual and group projects 
during the Course, for example an investigation of one's identity as an artist or the identity of 
the city of Glasgow.  

The artefacts intend to document both the process and the outcomes of the projects and will 
have different multimodal formats, for example: 

• Visual lives – exploring own identity through imagery and accompanying 
captions/descriptions; 



	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

 
 

• Visual essay – pick a theme from the work of a selected artist and explore it in depth in a 
5- minute recording combining still/moving images, written and spoken text; 

• A pop-up exhibition – a group project, with elements of individual mini literature review 
and peer assessment; hands-on analysis of a heritage object and establishing links 
between it and a current object/issue and a theoretical framework; creating a display; 

• A reflective research book to evidence their development of critical awareness of the 
knowledge, skills and practices typical of art and design academic contexts 

A selection of artefacts will be combined into one multimodal display (for example in form of a 
multimedia presentation, website, e-poster), accompanied by a reflective account mapping out 
the student’s academic journey. All the students’ final displays will be compiled and curated as a 
group exhibition at the end of the Course. 

To help the students develop their portfolio, formative feedback events will be held regularly 
throughout the course, including group critiques and self-evaluations structured around the 
idea of the critical response process, as well as individual consultations with the tutor. 

 
Summative Assessment 
 
There will be summative assessment in the four language skills, each being given equal 
weighting:  

• Listening 25% - Final exam (15%) and two take-in tasks (each 5%);  
• Reading 25% - Final exam (15%) and two take-in tasks (each 5%);  
• Writing 25% - Written coursework, including a final reflective account created as part of 

Portfolio (see above) (10% +5% respectively), and a sourced essay on a topic related to 
the course themes, submitted toward the end of the course (10%);  

• Speaking 25% - Presentation on a topic related to the course themes (10%) delivered 
toward the end of the second month of the course, seminar discussion toward the third 
month of the course (15%).  

The take-in tasks will be administered at monthly intervals to provide the student and the 
teacher with the insight into the student’s progress. The summative grade will be accompanied 
by formative feedback to help the student improve in the receptive skills. 



	

	 	

	

	 	 	
	

 
Exit Levels 
 
The 3-month Pre-Sessional Course is designed to provide the necessary uplift in the English 
language and study skills, an equivalent of 0.5 in terms of the overall IELTS score in order to 
meet the entry language requirements for UG and PG programmes, the overall 6.0 and 6.5 
respectively. 

Accommodation 
 
Accommodation is available at Blythswood House, situated in the centre of Glasgow. 
Further information can be found at  http://www.gsa.ac.uk/visit-gsa/summer-accommodation/ 
Please state that you are attending the pre-sessional English course here at GSA when making 
enquiries. 
 

Any enquiries can be made to pre-sessional@gsa.ac.uk 

 


