
Archives and Creative Practice 
A Scottish Council on Archives funded seminar exploring the use of archives 
in art and design 
 
Glasgow School of Art Archives and Collections Centre: 6 May 12.30-16.30 
 
Programme: 
 
12.30-13.30  Arrivals & Lunch  
 
 
13.30-13.50  Welcome and Introduction 
 
 
13.50-14.10  J. R. Campbell, Centre for Advanced Textiles, Glasgow School of 
Art:  Using digital textile design technologies to explore questions of archival 
reproduction, re-interpretation, and collaboration 
This presentation will use two archive-based design projects conducted through the 
Centre for Advanced Textiles to discuss approaches to using archival materials in 
conjunction with digital design technologies.  The presentation will address issues 
and realizations about the spectrum of possibilities ranging from simple reproduction, 
to re-interpretation, and into conceptual “cross-temporal collaboration” with creators 
of pieces held in the archives to create new work. 
http://www.centreforadvancedtextiles.com 
http://www.gsa.ac.uk/cat 
http://www.jrcampbell.net 
http://digicloth.blogspot.com 
 
 
14.10-14.30  Alan Muirden, Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland: Creative Connections 
2008 was RCAHMS Centenary year, and we celebrated this milestone by launching 
our 'Treasured Places' project, which invited audiences to engage with our archive 
material through a mix of traditional and online media. 'Creative Connections' was the 
title given to a series of education and community workshops in which we worked 
closely with artists, each specialising in a different medium,  to enable participants to 
connect with our material and explore their responses to it. The presentation will 
outline the structure of the Treasured Places project, explain the approaches taken 
by 'Creative Connections' to bring original archive material to different audiences and 
draw conclusions about the special value which RCAHMS has found in collaborating 
with creative practitioners in this work. 
http://www.treasuredplaces.org.uk/ 
http://exhibitions.treasuredplaces.org.uk/touring/ 
http://exhibitions.treasuredplaces.org.uk/100years/ 
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/ 
 
 
14.30-15.00  Coffee Break 
 



15.00-15.20  Christine Borland: Life Studies 1994 – 2008: Stories of 
Specimens; Real, Unknown, Imagined and Simulated  
In 1994 Christine Borland’s exhibition ‘From Life’ represented a female, human 
skeleton purchased from a British company, which supplied materials for medical 
training purposes. The exhibition traced the artist’s attempts to reconstruct an identity 
for the skeleton with the help of osteologists, forensic scientists and facial 
reconstruction experts. The artist will discuss this and subsequent works, which take 
objects, artefacts and patients in a range of Medical Institutions, as their starting 
point.  
 
 
15.20-15.40  Beverley Casebow, National Library of Scotland and Catriona 
Taylor: ‘Words Out of Place’: An artist residency at the National Library of 
Scotland 
Beverley Casebow, Education & Outreach Officer, and artist Catriona Taylor will talk 
about the artist residency which took place at the National Library of Scotland during 
2007 / 2008. This was the first visual arts residency to be hosted by the Library, and 
the seminar will consider the background to the project and the benefits to Library 
staff and visitors, as well as to the organisation as a whole. Catriona will talk about 
her experience of researching letters, maps and diaries in the Library collections, and 
the process of creating a body of new work inspired by archive material. 
 
 
15.40-16.00  Minty Donald: Fragments, Traces and Memories: Performing the 
Archive 
The presentation uses examples from my practice as an artist to reflect on the 
potential of creative practices to engage with, and critique, notions of the archive and 
archiving practices. In particular, it considers relationships between tangible and 
intangible heritage, material culture and cultural memory, the archive and the 
repertoire through a discussion of two works from glimmers in limbo 
(www.glimmersinlimbo.co.uk), a practice-led research project funded by the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council, which I completed in November 2008. 
www.glimmersinlimbo.co.uk 
 
 
16.00-16.30  Q&A / discussion 
 
 
 


