
ARRIVING IN GLASGOW

TRAVELLING TO GLASGOW
Nearest Airports 
Glasgow International Airport 20 mins from centre 

Glasgow Prestwick Airport 40 mins by train

Nearest Train Stations  
Glasgow Queen Street; Glasgow Central

Glasgow International  
Bus into centre of Glasgow £6  
Taxi into centre of Glasgow £20

Glasgow Prestwick  
Train into Central Station £7.60 
Taxi into centre of Glasgow £64

Check the Traveline Scotland website or 
download the Traveline app for updated
timetable information for planes, trains and 
buses in Scotland.
www.traveline.com

TERM DATES 
Updated term dates are available on our 
website: 
www.gsa.ac.uk/termdates 

ENROLMENT
For detailed information about enrolment,  
see our website www.gsa.ac.uk/enrolment

OUR CAMPUS
Download a map of  
the GSA’s campus,  
located in the heart  
of Glasgow:

   www.gsa.ac.uk/campusmap

ACCOMMODATION
As Scotland’s largest city and with five higher 
education institutions, Glasgow has an excellent 
supply of student accommodation, whether you 
choose to apply for a room in one of the GSA’s  
three Halls of Residence, or rent a private flat or 
room sharing with others. The approximate cost  
for a single student’s accommodation is £300-350  
per month, but this can vary. Detailed information 
can be found on our website.

www.gsa.ac.uk/accommodation

 
Our Student Welfare Service can support you  
in your search for appropriate accommodation,  
at one of their accommodation advice drop-in 
sessions and flat-hunting workshops. For more 
information, contact welfare@gsa.ac.uk

OUR HALLS OF RESIDENCE
Margaret Macdonald House  
Self-catering rooms, some with private  
bathroom, 5 mins walk from campus

The Old School House 
Single and twin self-catering rooms  
with private bathrooms, 2 mins walk  
from campus

Victoria Hall 
Self-catering rooms with private  
bathrooms, 10 mins walk from campus

Cost £1,100 - 1,400 per term
Application deadline 31 May 2014 

 
Take a look at the GSA’s  
Halls of Residence on  
our Flickr site

  

CONGRatULaTIONs  
& WELCOMe

Congratulations on being offered a place to study at  
The Glasgow School of Art (GSA).  As a new student in Glasgow 
you will find yourself part of a vibrant city, packed with some of 
the best galleries, parks, cultural venues and nightlife in Europe. 
Glasgow is frequently listed amongst the best places in the world 
to live, partly due to its vibrant international community, and 
partly due to the renowned friendly and welcoming attitude of 
native Glaswegians. 

We hope the information on this poster will help you in your 
preparations to come to Glasgow, and give you an idea of what 
to expect when you arrive. Once again, congratulations on being 
accepted to the GSA, and we look forward to welcoming you in 
person soon.

YOUR OFFER OF A PLACE
Please have a look over the offer of a place you’ve been made to 
check if it is conditional or unconditional. If you have been made 
a conditional offer, this means that we are extremely interested in 
your application and would like to accept you but there are one or 
two small things that you still need to do in order for us to confirm 
your acceptance, and make your offer of a place unconditional. These 
things will be outlined in your acceptance letter, but may include 
confirmation of graduation from college or high school or obtaining  
an appropriate level of English. Send us copies of these certificates 
when you have them and we will confirm your acceptance. If your  
offer of a place is unconditional then your next step is to prepare  
to arrive in Glasgow.

IMMIGRATION
EEA or Swiss Nationals do not need to apply for a visa to enter the UK. You 
can only apply for your visa up to 3 months prior to your programme start 
date. For detailed information on visa application please visit the website of 
the UK Visa and Immigration department of the Home Office at  
gov.uk/visas-immigration

 
VIDEO:  
LIVING IN GLASGOW 
 

Glasgow boasts a wealth of great nightlife, 
shopping and green spaces, along with one  
of the best collections of metropolitan galleries 
and museums in Europe. There’s always  
something to do or see in the city.

Spanish Fashion + Textiles student Luis Miguel 
talks about his experiences living and studying  
in Glasgow. 

vimeo.com/65222269

The List
Listings of Glasgow events, covering music,  
theatre, art, clubs and more.

www.thelist.co.uk 

Visual Arts Glasgow
A comprehensive guide to what’s on at  
Glasgow’s galleries, featuring events and  
exhibitions across the city.

www.visualartsglasgow.co.uk 

The GSA website contains details of all aspects of 
student life in Glasgow, including information on 
accommodation, finance, work, student services, 
GSA Sport and the GSA student union.

www.gsa.ac.uk/life

GETTING  
IMMIGRATION ADVICE

1. OBTAIN NECESSARY DOCUMENTS
•	Obtain valid passport & photo
•	 Pay acceptance deposit
•	Unconditional offer of a place
•	Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) - this will be 

a unique number issued through GSA by the UKVI
•	Original Certificates for qualifications used  

to gain admission
•	CAS Statement from GSA
•	Original financial documents recommended by UKVI

2. OBTAIN A VISA APPLICATION FORM  
and pay special attention to process and documents 
required. Keep calm, review your documents.

3. MAKE ARRANGEMENTS  
to undertake biometric tests.

4. SEND ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS  
application form and passport to visa  
processing centre with the visa fee - £298.

5. CHECK VISA STICKER  
in your passport is correct when you receive this back from 
the consulate. It will be expensive and lengthy to correct any 
errors once you are in the UK.

PLEASE NOTE your Your Tier 4 General Student Visa will need 
to name The Glasgow School of Art as your sponsor in order  
for you to enrol on your programme. You must use our  
CAS to apply for your visa.

1. OBTAIN NECESSARY DOCUMENTS
•	Valid passport & photo
•	Unconditional Student Visitor Visa letter
•	 Evidence to show you have enough money  

to complete your programme 

2. CHECK WITH  
gov.uk/check-uk-visa if you are a “Visa National”.
 

3. APPLY FOR STUDENT VISITOR VISA  
Visa Nationals do this at the British Consulate or  
High Commission at home. (Fee £80) Non-Visa Nationals 
may do this at the point of entry (e.g. airport) to the UK for 
which there is no charge.
 

PLEASE NOTE Visitor visa holders are not permitted to 
work whilst in the UK and may not switch into another visa 
category from within the UK.

COMING FOR 6 MONTHS OR MORE
Students coming for more than 6 months will  
need to apply for a Tier 4 General Student Visa 
before travelling to the UK. Please leave at least  
4-6 weeks to do this.

COMING FOR LESS THAN 6 MONTHS
Students coming for less than 6 months  
will need to apply for a Student Visitor Visa 
(e.g Study Abroad or Exchange students).

You may find the following online guides helpful 
when making your visa application:

UKCISA guide Making a Tier 4 Visa Application

tiny.cc/tier4
 
UKCISA guide Making an Immigration Application  
as a Student Visitor

tiny.cc/studentvisitor

The UK Visas and Immigration website also 
provides detailed information on the visa 
application process, both for Tier 4 General  
Student Visa and the Student Visitor Visa 
gov.uk/visas-immigration

If you need help with your visa application or advice 
about the UK’s immigration law and requirements 
please contact our Student Welfare Service. Please do 
not rely on unprofessional immigration advice from 
friends or tutors who may not be properly informed.

welfare@gsa.ac.uk
+44(0)141 353 4485

  
   

VIDEO: 
UK VISA APPLICATIONS  
FROM INDIA

Applying for a visa from India?  
Watch this video courtesy of  
the University of Sheffield for  
an idea of the application process.

vimeo.com/79790412

 
VIDEO: THE GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART 
PRESENTS: THE CITY OF GLASGOW

An introduction to Glasgow life  
and culture, by GSA alumni  
Martin Clark and Cara Connolly  
(Fine Art Photography 2003, 2000)
vimeo.com/55051394

GENERAL STUDENT VISA STUDENT VISITOR VISA



•	 When driving, insurance for you specifically, a 
valid driving licence and the wearing of seatbelts is 
compulsory. Driving whilst under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs, or whilst using a hand-held phone is illegal.

•	 If you want to watch television in the UK, you  
must first obtain a TV Licence, available online at  
www.tvlicensing.co.uk

KEEP IN TOUCH

The Glasgow School of Art 
167 Renfrew Street, Glasgow, G3 6RQ

T: +44 (0) 141 353 4500      E: info@gsa.ac.uk

@GSofA                

/GlasgowSchoolofArt

HEALTH
Full Degree Programmes 
Free health care on the National Health Service 
(NHS) for students on programmes over 6 months 
when registered with a GP (General Practitioner). 
There will be an opportunity to register with a  
GP during Induction. 

Visiting Students 
Erasmus/EEA & Swiss students should obtain a 
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC), which 
allows use of the NHS. Other visiting students 
should obtain private health insurance. All visiting 
students should also register with a GP.

 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
For details on our wide range of student support 
services – welfare, learning support, counseling  
and more – see our website:
www.gsa.ac.uk/support

 
VIDEO:  
FINANCE 
 

Detailed information on programme fees, 
scholarships, living costs and budgeting are  
available online.

You will need to show evidence of £820 per 
month for immigration purposes for a single 
student, and we recommend budgeting £950  
per month for a couple, with an extra  
£1,800/year per child.

www.gsa.ac.uk/finance

Advice on budgeting from GSA  
International students. 

vimeo.com/65223214

PAYING TUITION FEES
Discounts 
2.5% discount is available on full international 
tuition fees if paid in full before or at enrolment. 
5% discount is available to all GSA honours 
graduates enrolling in a masters programme.  
Please make sure the finance officer at enrolment 
knows you are eligible for this discount, or you will 
be sent the full bill. 

Scholarships and sponsorship 
If you are receiving a scholarship from a non-GSA 
source or you are being sponsored by a company, 
you will need to bring a letter evidencing this with 
you to enrolment. 

Erasmus and other Exchange students 
You should continue to pay tuition fees as normal 
to your home institution. A workshop fee or studio 
fee is payable in some departments to cover bulk 
purchasing of consumables you will use.

Apply for a GSA scholarship  
deadline 31 May 2014:
www.gsa.ac.uk/scholarships 

 
VIDEO:  
OPENING A UK  
BANK ACCOUNT 

You may need to open a UK bank account to  
manage your money whilst studying at the GSA. 
Basic bank accounts are usually free and will not 
offer any credit. Some banks offer International 
Student accounts, which usually make a monthly 
charge but offer more services. Documents that  
the bank may ask for are your original acceptance 
letter from GSA, your passport, proof of your 
address in the UK, a letter from your financial 
sponsor and a reference from your bank at home.  
GSA Student Support Services offer help and 
support to International students opening a bank 
account.

GSA students Sneha Anand and Ashish Koshy 
(Architecture), originally from India, talk through 
their experience of opening a UK bank account. 

vimeo.com/65223213

 
 
NUS WEBSITE
Advice on opening a UK bank account on the  
National Union of Students (NUS) website: 
tinyurl.com/NUSbank

 
VIDEO:  
WORKING  
IN THE UK 

If you are on a General Student Visa you  
may work up to 20 hours a week in term  
time, and full time during vacation. Detailed 
information on working in the UK while you  
are at the GSA is available on our website. 
www.gsa.ac.uk/workingintheuk

International student Luis Miguel (Fashion) 
discusses working part time alongside his 
studies. 

vimeo.com/65222271
  
NATIONAL INSURANCE 
In order to work in the UK you will need a National 
Insurance Number. You need to go to the local Job 
Centre Plus to obtain this. You will pay National 
Insurance contributions (12% of your pay) if you 
earn more than £153 a week. 

GSA CAREERS SERVICE
Our careers service can give you advice  
on looking for part time work:  
www.gsa.ac.uk/careers

LEGAL INFORMATION
•	 Scotland is largely smoke free - you may not smoke in 

any public building or other places where people work.

•	 The emergency telephone number for police, fire 
service and ambulance is 999 - you do not need cash 
or credit to make an emergency call.

•	 It is illegal to carry a weapon in the UK.

INTERNATIONAL  
STUDENTS  
2014/15 ENTRY

Please note that this poster is intended as a general guide, and 
information is subject to alteration. The School cannot guarantee the 
accuracy of information contained on external websites.


