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Vice Chancellor, Director, at the nomination of The Glasgow School of Art and by the 

authority of the Senate of The University of Glasgow, I present to you this person on 

whom the Senate desires you to confer the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters. 

 

Jonathan Saunders 

 

In the decade since Jonathan Saunders established his eponymous fashion label he 

has marked himself out as one of the most talented and exciting fashion designers at 

work today and it for his achievements in this field that this nomination is made.  

Lauded for his development and use of bespoke prints within his clothing designs, 

Jonathan has been at the vanguard of a renaissance in the use of print, colour and 

extraordinary textiles within contemporary fashion design.  His work embodies the 

skills of a ‘true’ designer, one who is able to marry innovation, creativity and 

boundary pushing techniques with functionality and craftsmanship.  

 

Born in Glasgow in 1977, Jonathan joined Glasgow School of Art in 1995.  However 

his first port of call when he arrived at GSA was not the Department of Textiles, from 

which he graduated, but instead the Department of Furniture and Product Design.  It 

became apparent though that this was not where his enthusiasm or his talents lay 

and once his passion and knowledge for the subjects of fashion and textiles began to 

shine through, a move between the departments was facilitated.  It was, so to speak, 

a ‘creative coming home’ and he quickly established himself and excelled within his 

specialism, printed textiles.  The loss to the world of furniture design became, thank 

goodness, fashion and textiles gain. 

 

Upon graduation from GSA, Jonathan moved to London and embarked upon an MA 

in Printed Textiles at Central St Martins, where he received his degree with 

distinction and won the 2002 Lancome Colour Award for his graduate collection. 



Within 48 hours of showing his final MA collection he was commissioned to design 

prints for Alexander McQueen and in 2003 created the iconic bird of paradise print 

that became one of the most photographed prints of the season. 

 

One year after graduation, during which he acted as a consultant at the fashion 

houses Chloé and Pucci, Jonathan set up his eponymous fashion label.  Supported by 

Fashion East, the pioneering non-profit initiative that has launched and nurtured the 

careers of countless young designers, Jonathan showed his first collection at London 

Fashion Week in September 2003. Lulu Kennedy, founder of Fashion East said of him;  

“The most immediate reaction I’ve ever had was when a then-unknown Jonathan 

Saunders dropped off his work at my office. I got so excited that I instantly knew he 

had to do a show.”  Apart from a brief sojourn to New York, he has shown as part of 

London Fashion Week ever since.  

 

Jonathan’s work transcends fashion hyperbole and he has displayed an ability to 

alchemize his talent into commercial and critical success: a rare thing in many design 

disciplines, but particularly so in the notoriously cut-throat fashion industry.  It has 

only been a decade since he established his company but in that time his successes 

have been extraordinary. From hand printing every single item in his earliest 

collections from his studio in Brixton, today he produces 6 collections a year (4 

womenswear and 2 menswear); his work is retailed by over 100 leading department 

stores and boutiques internationally; and his stunning and eminently wearable 

clothes have a cross generational appeal that is evidenced by even a modest roll call 

of his more high profile clientele such as Michelle Obama, Vogue editor Alexandra 

Shulman and actress Thandie Newton. 

 

 

He has received countless accolades in recognition of his talent.  These include 2005 

Fashion Designer of the Year at the Scottish Style Awards; the British Fashion Council 

Award for Enterprise in 2006; Designer of the Year in 2008 and again in 2012 at the 

Elle Style Awards; and most recently he was bestowed the Vogue Fashion Fund in 

partnership with the British Fashion Council. 



 

These accomplishments are especially noteworthy given that he has forged his career 

in London, a city renowned historically for it’s creative clout but not its strategic 

support of fashion designers and the industry they inhabit. His former GSA tutor, 

Lindsay Taylor attributes this achievement to his extraordinary talent united with his 

“grit” and “determination” as well as an ability to “charm the legs off a donkey.”   

 

Jonathan’s work is also developing a life beyond the rarefied world of high fashion 

and is becoming part of the fabric of popular culture. He outfitted Emile Sandé for 

the Opening Ceremony of the London Olympics, as well as Jourdan Dunn for the 

closing ceremony; the May 2013 cover of Vogue UK featured a Saunders outfitted 

Beyoncé; and he has produced collaborative collections with Topshop, the US budget 

retailer Target, the sportswear brand Gola and Debenham’s Designer Editions.   

 

Jonathan’s work is testament to the specialist skills we aim to instill in our students.  

His prowess as a master of printed textiles has been evident throughout his career 

and his achievements as a textile trained fashion designer are worthy of note.  He has 

demonstrated the interactive and synergetic nature of textile design with fashion 

design and his work dispels the notion that these two disciplines are mutually 

exclusive activities within the same industry. 

 

Celebrated and admired by fashion critics, his peers, his customers, his former tutors 

and, as I can attest, a new generation of students looking to his designs and success 

for inspiration, Vice Chancellor, I invite you to confer the degree of Doctor of Letters, 

honoris causa, on Jonathan Saunders. 

 


