
 
Making Academic Conditional Offers 

Offers are based not only on the academic record of an applicant but on evidence of potential and 

suitability. An applicant’s potential is derived from their personal statement and reference and their 

suitability for the programme is indicated in the application and demonstrated through their 

portfolio and at interview.  

Therefore, the following guidance is for making academic offers where the applicant has satisfied 

the potential, suitability, portfolio and interview admission requirements. 

All conditional offers made to applicants should be concise, clear and consistent. Where an applicant 

subsequently satisfies the conditions outlined in the offer, they must be firmly offered a place of 

study.  

There are 4 main academic qualifications regarding undergraduate entry to GSA: 

1. Scottish Highers & Scottish Baccalaureate 

2. A-Levels 

3. HNC/HND/Foundation Courses 

4. International Qualifications 

 

1. Scottish Highers 

 

 If the applicant is in their 5th year at school, sitting the required Higher(s) and their predicted 

grades are satisfactory, they can be made a conditional offer of the normal entry 

requirements after one sitting, as outlined in the prospectus.  

 If the applicant has not met the normal entry requirement after one sitting and are sitting 

additional Highers or equivalent qualifications a conditional offer can be made stipulating 

passes at grades that match the minimum entry requirement after two sittings.  

 If considering making a conditional offer, the predicted grades given by an applicant’s school 

should be considered prior to making the offer. If they are not expected to do well, it may be 

appropriate and in the interest of the applicant to reject the application rather than setting 

unrealistic targets for the applicant.  

Advanced Highers 

 If the applicant is sitting Advanced Highers, these are treated in the same way as Highers 

with a ‘B’ pass at Advanced Higher equating to an ‘A’ pass at Higher for entry requirements. 

Similarly a ‘C’ pass equates to a ‘B’ pass at Higher whilst a ‘D’ is a fail.  

 An Advanced Higher in the same subject as a Higher at a previous sitting supersedes and 

negates the Higher for selecting purpose i.e. the Higher cannot be counted. 

 

Scottish Baccalaureate 

 

 Where an applicant is sitting or has passed the Scottish Baccalaureate, please consult 

Registry. 

 



 
2. A-Levels 

 

 A-Levels are taken over two years with AS Levels being awarded after the first year. These 

should not be confused with the full A-Level. 

 Where an applicant is completing the second year of their A-Level studies and are sitting 3 in 

total, a conditional offer of the normal entry requirement can be made.  

 If the applicant is sitting less than 3 A-Levels, they should be rejected. 

 As with Scottish Highers, the predicted grades given by their school should be considered 

prior to making the offer. 

 

3. Foundation/HNC/HND Courses 

 

 Foundation Course applicants should only be considered for entry to Year 2 as it is regarded 

as the equivalent to Year 1 of the Degree programme. Additionally, these applicants can run 

out of funding for the 4th year if they enter into Year 1, which is problematic for both parties. 

 HNCs and HNDs are now graded overall and where an applicant is completing an HNC or 

HND, a conditional offer can be made for the appropriate year of entry stipulating the 

overall grade required or specified grades in the graded units. 

 Owing to funding restrictions (five years in total for Scottish students & four years in total for 

English, Welsh and Northern Irish students), most HNC Course applicants would expect entry 

into Year 2 and HND applicants into Year 3. It is the case at GSA that HNC applicants are 

offered Year 1 entry and HND applicants Year 2 entry where essential areas of learning are 

absent from their previous course of study, but the funding restrictions that may be placed 

upon the applicant must be taken into consideration. 

 

4. International Qualifications 

 

 Where an applicant is sitting unfamiliar country specific qualifications, the NARICS database 

can be used to confirm their equivalency. 

 The International Baccalaureate (IB) at Diploma level is the main international qualification 

accepted for entry. 

 If the applicant is currently sitting this qualification, a conditional offer can be made 

requesting the normal entry requirements. 

 If the applicant is not from a majority English speaking country as defined in the list below, a 

minimum overall IELTS score of 6.0 with no component score below 5.5 or equivalent (this 

can be greater depending on the course) should be added to the conditions. It should also 

state that documentary evidence is required. 

 Additionally, if the applicant has attained a satisfactory IB or country specific qualification 

but not English, a conditional offer of a minimum overall IELTS score of 6.0 with a score of no 

less than 5.5 in each of the four components or equivalent (this can be greater depending on 

the course) should be made. It should also state that documentary evidence is required. 

 

 



 
English Language Requirements 

 If any applicant is not from a majority English speaking country as defined in the list below, a 

conditional offer of a minimum overall IELTS score of 6.0 with a score of no less than 5.5 in 

each of the four components or equivalent should be made. It should also state that 

documentary evidence is required.  

 It should be noted that some programmes require a higher IELTS score and this is 

acceptable. 

Majority English Speaking Countries as defined by UKBA: 

 Antigua and Barbuda; 
 Australia; 
 The Bahamas; 
 Barbados; 
 Belize; 
 Canada; 
 Dominica; 
 Grenada; 
 Guyana; 
 Jamaica; 
 New Zealand; 
 St Kitts and Nevis; 
 St Lucia; 
 St Vincent and the Grenadines; 
 Trinidad and Tobago; 
 United States of America.  

 
 
MC 02/12



 
Academic offer scenarios where applicants have met the required threshold for their portfolio work and interview: 
 
 

Applicant 
Domicile 

Programme Applied to Existing Qualifications 
Qualifications 
with Results 

Pending 

Predicted 
Grades 

Normal Academic 
Entry Requirement 

Offer Rationale 

Scotland BA (Hons) Design 
Year 1 

Scottish Highers: Art& 
Design A History B 
Maths C  
English C 

Scottish Highers: 
Maths 
Biology 

Highers: 
B  
B 

Scottish Highers: 
AABB (after 2 
sittings) 

Conditional:  
2 Highers @ AB 

An ‘A’ and ‘B’ grade 
will allow them to 
meet the normal 
academic entry 
requirement 

Scotland BA (Hons) Fine Art 
Year 1 

Scottish Highers: Art & 
Design A 
Biology B 
English C 

Scottish Advanced 
Higher: 
Art & Design 
 
Scottish Higher: 
French 

Advanced 
Higher:  
B 
 
Higher:  
A 

Scottish Highers: 
AABB (after 2 
sittings) 

Reject They may achieve 4 
Highers, but will not 
achieve the required 
grades as the 
Advanced Higher will 
supersede the Higher 
at A, so must be 
rejected.  
 

Scotland BA (Hons) Design 
Year 1 

Scottish Highers: Art& 
Design B  
Geography B 
Chemistry B  
English B 

Scottish Advanced 
Higher: 
Art & Design 
 
Scottish Higher: 
Spanish 

Advanced 
Higher:  
B 
 
Higher:  
A 

Scottish Highers: 
AABB (after 2 
sittings) 

Conditional: 
Advanced Higher 
@ B 
 
Higher @A 

Achieving a ‘B’ in the 
Advanced Higher 
would equate to an A 
at Higher grade. 
 

England B Arch (Hons) 
Architectural Studies 

GCSE: 
English A 
 
AS Levels: 
Maths B 
Physics A 
Design & Technology A 

A Levels: 
Maths 
Physics 
Design & 
Technology 

A Levels: 
B 
A 
A 

A Levels: 
ABB and to include 
Maths or Physics 
and GCSE English at 
Grade A 

Conditional: 
A Levels @ ABB 

The applicant has the 
required GCSE and is 
predicted to surpass 
the normal academic 
entry qualifications. 
However, as this is 
just a prediction and 
cannot be 
guaranteed, a 



 

Applicant 
Domicile 

Programme Applied to Existing Qualifications 
Qualifications 
with Results 

Pending 

Predicted 
Grades 

Normal Academic 
Entry Requirement 

Offer Rationale 

conditional offer 
must be made. 

Scotland BA (Hons) Fine Art 
Year 3 

 - HND A Other: 
Foundation Course 
or HNC/D normally 
with Merit 

Conditional: 
Pass HND at 
Overall Grade A 
(or Merit)  
Entry into Year 2 
only 
 

A pass at the 
required level for the 
HND will normally 
only allow entry into 
Year 2 and not Year 
3. 

England BA (Hons) Fine Art 
Year 1 

 - Foundation 
Course 

A Other: 
Foundation Course 
or HNC/D normally 
with Merit 

Conditional: 
Pass Foundation 
Course at Overall 
Grade A (or 
Merit)  
Entry into Year 2 
only 

A pass at the 
required level for the 
Foundation Course 
will normally allow 
entry into Year 2 
rather than Year 1. 

Malaysia BA (Hons) Design 
Year 1 

 - International 
Baccalaureate 

 - International 
Baccalaureate: 
30 Points overall in 
the Diploma 
including 5 in 3 
subjects at Higher 
Level  

Conditional: 
Pass International 
Baccalaureate at 
30 points overall 
with 3 subjects at 
5 or greater.  
IELTS with a 
minimum overall 
score of 6.0 and a 
score of no less 
than 5.5 in each 
of the four 
components. 

As the applicant is 
from a non-English 
speaking country 
IELTS is required 
along with academic 
conditions As they 
are also likely to 
require Tier 4 Visa 
sponsorship and the 
requirement should 
be aligned with UKBA 
requirements. 

 


