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Founded in 1845, The Glasgow School of Art 
(GSA) is one of the last remaining independent 
art schools in the UK, and is internationally 
recognised as being at the forefront of 
developments in visual culture. The GSA 
has a proven history of producing some of 
the world’s most influential and successful 
practitioners across design, architecture and 
fine art, and aims to nurture enterprising, 
confident graduates who are fully equipped to 
enter the creative industries. The School offers 
University-level qualifications within a close-
knit community, and was listed in Design 
Week’s Hot 50 as a leader in design education.

From September 2012, the GSA has delivered 
years 3 and 4 of its Bachelor of Art (Hons) 
Programmes in Communication Design and 
Interior Design in Singapore, in partnership 
with the Singapore Institute of Technology 
(SIT). The programmes enable Diploma 
students from one of Singapore’s Polytechnics 
to progress from a Diploma to a BA (Hons) 
degree. Students studying in Singapore benefit 
from the same programme of study and 
award as in the home institution, along with 
resources and equipment according to GSA 
specifications.

At GSA, learning and teaching in 
Communication Design and Interior Design 
encourages self-motivation and sustained 
independent learning. Studio-based, we 
employ a variety of methods including 
lectures, seminars, talks, presentations and 
group discussions, individual or group tutorials, 
projects, practical workshops and critical 
reviews. Students studying in Singapore will 
also have the opportunity to take part in an 
Overseas Immersion Programme, spending 
3 weeks in Scotland at the GSA and working 
directly with their counterparts on the same 
programmes based in Glasgow. This extra 
credit-bearing component provides a chance 
to see the annual graduation exhibition 
Degree Show at GSA, experience the history 
of Glasgow and the GSA, of the local cultural 
and industrial context, and location-specific 
projects drawing on all of these.

HOW TO 
APPLY

Entry Requirements
Entry to GSofA Singapore is dependent 
on the receipt of a Diploma from one of 
Singapore’s Polytechnics.

BA (Hons) Communication Design:
>  Nanyang Polytechnic  

– Digital Media Design 
– Industrial Design 
– Visual Communication 

>  Ngee Ann Polytechnic  
– Animation & 3D Arts 
– Horticulture & Landscape Management 
– Landscape Design & Horticulture 
– Multimedia & Animation 
– Product Design & Innovation

>  Republic Polytechnic  
– Design for Interactivity

>  Singapore Polytechnic 
– Creative Media Design 
– Experience & Product Design 
– Visual Communication & Media Design

>  Temasek Polytechnic 
– Digital Film & Television  
   (formerly known as Moving Images) 
– Product & Industrial Design 
– Retail & Hospitality Design 
– Interactive Media Design 
– Visual Communication

BA (Hons) Interior Design:
>  Nanyang Polytechnic  

– Industrial Design 
– Space & Interior Design

>  Ngee Ann Polytechnic  
– Horticulture & Landscape Management 
– Landscape Design & Horticulture

>   Singapore Polytechnic  
– Architecture 
– Landscape Architecture 
– Interior Design 

>  Temasek Polytechnic  
– Interior Architecture & Design 
– Environment Design 
– Retail & Hospitality Design

The GSA is interested in interdisciplinary 
practices and cross-fertilisation, and 
welcomes applications from all Diploma-
qualified students with an interest in 
contemporary design issues and studies. 
Applicants from other diplomas not listed 
will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Fees and Finance
Tuition fees vary depending on whether 
students are Singapore citizens, permanent 
residents of Singapore, or international 
students. 

» tiny.cc/singaporefees

Detailed information on tuition fees, 
grants, and other financial assistance 
is available on the SIT website:

Making an Application
Applications should be made through 
Singapore Institute of Technology, and consist 
of a completed application form, digital 
portfolio of 20 images, and a 500 word 
personal statement. Applications that meet 
SIT’s criteria will then be considered by GSA.

» tiny.cc/singaporeapply

More details on applying and the 
online application form are available 
from the SIT website:

About Diploma-Level Entry
The two degree programmes offered at 
GSofA Singapore are diploma-level entry 
programmes, enabling the upgrading 
of Diplomas from one of Singapore’s 
Polytechnics to a BA (Hons) degree.

Years 3 and 4 at GSofA Singapore are  
equivalent to:
>  Years 3 and 4 of the same programmes  

in Glasgow 
>  SCQF level 10
>  240 credits, plus additional 10 credits  

for cultural immersion programme.

Students will graduate with the exact 
same award as students based at the 
Glasgow campuses; the degree parchment 
is ‘campus blind’, containing no mention 
of the physical location of study. All GSA 
degree programmes are validated by the 
University of Glasgow. Established in 1451, 
the University of Glasgow is a member of 
the prestigious Russell Group of leading 
UK research universities and a founder 
member of Universitas 21, an international 
grouping of universities dedicated to setting 
worldwide standards for higher education.

» www.gsa.ac.uk/interiordesign

BA (Hons)  
Interior Design

 
Interior Design at GSofA Singapore is focused 
upon the production of appropriate, practical 
and creative solutions while working within 
specific types of constructed space. Interior 
Design involves the creation of imaginative 
and stimulating environments in specific 
places, often within existing buildings. The 
revitalisation and re-imagining of space 
requires sensitivity to the particular qualities 
of a site, along with an understanding of the 
needs of the people who will populate the 
eventual construction. Students are trained 
to creatively embrace the constraints of brief 
and context, engaging in a dialogue between 
existing architectural form, and contemporary 
approaches to the organisation of a space.

View videoVideo:  
The Glasgow School 
of Art Studio
A short film looking at the unique studio 
culture of the GSA

» vimeo.com/24724813

View videoVideo:  
Overseas Immersion 
Programme
Follow students from GSofA Singapore as 
they embark on the inaugural three week 
immersion programme at the GSA’s campus 
in Glasgow in June 2013.

» vimeo.com/72336795

100 Days of GSA 
on Instagram
Each cohort of GSofA Singapore host an 
exhibition to celebrate their first 100 days 
– see the development of this year’s show 
on Instagram, leading up to the launch 
event and accompanying ‘art hunt’, where 
members of the public were encouraged to 
find and keep works made by students.

View ShowInterior Design  
Degree Show  
2013 Online
Take a look at final year Interior Design 
projects from GSA students in Glasgow.

1 Tanvi Patel – Cheese Shop, 2013

Between years 3 and 4, students in Singapore 
have the opportunity to spend 3 weeks in 
Scotland at the GSA, working directly with their 
counterparts in the same programmes based in 
Glasgow. This extra credit-bearing component 
provides a chance to see the annual degree 
show of graduating students’ work, study in the 
unique environment of the GSA, and experience 
the culture of Glasgow, whilst taking part in 
location-specific projects.

Overseas Immersion 
Programme

Download the 2013:14   
programme handbook

In partnership with:

KEEP IN 
TOUCH

Follow the activities 
of students and staff 
at GSofASingapore

Follow us at: 
@GSofA

Contact 
The Glasgow School  
of Art Singapore:
GS of A Singapore 
Singapore Institute of Technology 
EFG Bank Building 
25 North Bridge Road 
#03-01 
Singapore 179104

Tel. +65 6592 1189 
Email. acd@SingaporeTech.edu.sg

The GSofA Singapore campus is based at 
Temasek Polytechnic’s site, Tampines Road, 
Singapore.

 
Whether it be simple or complex, witty or 
profound - communication design is a platform 
for the thinking of tomorrow. Digital technology 
has provided a multimedia, multi-layered set of 
opportunities for graphic design, illustration and 
photography. Students on the Communication 
Design programme at The Glasgow School 
of Art Singapore incorporate the traditional 
skills of drawing, printing, photography and 
graphic processes with video, sound, animation 
and other aspects of moving image and 
multimedia. Students are no longer defined 
by their specialism, but through their creative 
interpretations and articulation of the brief.

» www.gsa.ac.uk/comdes

BA (Hons) 
Communication 
Design

View showCommunication 
Design Degree Show 
2013 Online
See graduation exhibition projects from  
final year students at the GSA’s campus  
in Glasgow.

1 Emer Tumilty - ‘Determinism’ [detail], 2013 2
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Images. 1. Communication Design group letterpress workshop, GSofA 
Singapore Overseas Immersion Programme 2. Leon Tan, Interior Design  
3. Lum Hui Qi, Interior Design 4. Melinda Tan, Communication Design

View videoVideo:  
The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife for a Hat
Watch a clip of Communication Design 
alumnus Ross Hogg’s BAFTA-nominated 
animated adaptation of the book by  
Oliver Sacks, part of Degree Show 2013.

» vimeo.com/66895117

Watch:  
GSofA Singapore 
Online Video Channels
Follow GSofA Singapore on Youtube and 
Vimeo for a glimpse of life on campus at 
GSofA Singapore, featuring interviews 
with students and tutors, and footage of 
exhibitions and events.
» vimeo.com/GSAS

WOLF Magazine
WOLF is the student-run digital magazine 
from GSofA Singapore, featuring articles on 
life at art school and Singapore’s creative 
scene, alongside art and design work by 
current students – read online now:
» issuu.com/gsaswolf

» youtube.com/WolfMediaGSAS

View videoGSofA Singapore:  
300 Days Exhibition
The end of year exhibition is a chance for 
students in third year to showcase work 
made in their first 300 days at GSofA 
Singapore. Watch Communication Design 
student Koh Yi Wei’s documentary short 
Pulau Ubin, an exploration of an island to 
the North East of Singapore, displayed at 
the 2013 300 Days exhibition at Singapore 
gallery MOCA@Loewen.

» instagram.com/100DaysofGSA


