POSTGRADUATE STUDY GUIDE

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN HIGHER EDUCATION LEARNING
& TEACHING IN THE CREATIVE DISCIPLINES (PG CERT HE)
The Postgraduate Certificate in Higher Education Learning and Teaching in the Creative
Disciplines explores and addresses the professional practice of teaching and supporting
learners within higher education and the creative discipline. The programme addresses;
learning theories and their application in the context of creative disciplines, principles of
course and learning activity design; teaching delivery, assessment and feedback; fostering
positive learning environments and student support; and the evaluation of practice and the
student learning experience.
PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AND DELIVERY
The programme runs from January to December and has three constituent courses. The first
two courses run in tandem through both Semester 2 and Semester 3 and the third course
runs across Semester 1 of the following academic session. The courses are as follow:

PROGRAMME AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
The programme provides students the opportunity to:
•
•
•
•

•

Develop their critical capacities as reflective and reflexive higher education teachers
and/or supporters of student learning;
Examine and explore the role of creativity in teaching and educational enquiry;
Interrogate and apply theoretical frameworks and pedagogical approaches to their
own teaching practices to support learning within a diverse student body;
Cultivate their knowledge and understanding of the impact and inter-relationships
of, policy, practice and research upon higher education and their own practices as
teachers in the creative disciplines;
Develop their skills and approaches to undertaking educational enquiry in the
creative disciplines.

Students who successfully complete this programme will be able to:
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

Critically reflect upon, evaluate and develop actions to enhance their pedagogic
approach to teaching and/or support of student learning;
Critically evaluate and synthesise concepts and theories of learning and teaching,
research and policy in higher education and apply them to their own educational
practice and development;
Select and apply appropriate teaching and learning support methods to create
effective learning situations, in the context of the specific needs and challenges of
the creative practices;
Develop student-centred and constructively aligned programmes, courses, learning
activities and assessments appropriate to the needs of a diverse student body;
Evaluate learning, teaching and assessment processes and activities in response to
student and peer feedback, research and scholarship to enhance the student learning
experience;
Plan, execute and evaluate a small-scale action research project, investigation or
development within their teaching practice demonstrating their understanding and
application of relevant research methodologies and approaches.
An indicative reading list is provided below to showcase the variety of theme and
topics students will engage with as they study on the programme:

A sample of key texts drawn upon within the programme are given below:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleaver, E. Lintern, M. & McLinden, M. (2014) Teaching and Learning in Higher
Education: Disciplinary Approaches to Educational Enquiry, Sage Publishing, London
Drew, L. & Last, J. (2007) Evaluating the student experience in art and design, HEA
GLAD
Hickman, R. (2009) Research in Art and Design Education: Issues and Exemplars
(Readings in Art & Design Education), University of Chicago Press
Richards, A. & Finnigan, T. (2014) Embedding equality and diversity in the curriculum:
an art and design practitioner’s guide, Higher Education Academy, York
Rust, C. Mottram, J. & Till, J. (2007) Practice-Led Research in Art, Design and
Architecture, AHRC
Shreeve, A. Wearing, S. & Drew, L. (2008) ‘Key Aspects of Teaching and Learning in
the Visual Arts’ In Fry, H. Ketteridge, S. & Marshall, S. (2008) A handbook for
teaching & learning in higher education: enhancing academic practice, 3rd ed,
London: Routledge

APPLICATION AND FURTHER INFORMATION
If you are interested in becoming a student on the Postgraduate Certificate in Higher
Education Learning and Teaching in the Creative Disciplines you can apply to the programme
using the GSA website. Should you have any questions in relation to the programme you can
contact the Learning and Teaching Team by emailing m.charters@gsa.ac.uk.

