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Course Specification 
 

 

Course Code:   Session: 

PELC### 2019/2020 

 

1. Course Title:  

Business Skills and Creative Entrepreneurship (Online) 

 

2. Date of Production/ Revision: 

PACAAG August 2019 

 

3. Level:  

SCQF 11 

 

4. Credits:  

20  

 

5. Lead School/Board of Studies:   

Innovation School 

 

6. Course Contact:  

Libby Anson 

 

7. Course Aims:  

The overarching aims of the stage 2 electives are as follows:- 
 
• Encourage interdisciplinary, critical reflexivity from within an open set of choices; 
• Foster deep investigative approaches to new or unfamiliar areas of practice and theory; 
• Cultivate self-directed leadership and initiative-taking in both applied and abstract modes 

of practice/ study not necessarily associated with a student’s particular creative specialism; 
• Enable flexible, ethical exploration and connection of diverse knowledge and 

understanding within a specialist programme of study. 
 
The Business Skills and Creative Entrepreneurship course consists of a series of business-focused 
seminars, delivered by the GSA tutor, business advisors and GSA graduate entrepreneurs. The 
programme is designed to cover a broad range of topics required to generate an idea for and plan 
to run the student’s own creative business. The seminars are tailored to the needs of the creative 
practitioner and will develop a range of enterprise-focused skills, knowledge and professional 
networks that will support students to launch their own creative enterprise. By the end of the 
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course students will have developed their professional network/s, gained a broad overview of the 
practical elements of creative business and will have written their own business plan suitable for 
inclusion in application for a range of funding and/or enterprise support opportunities.  
 
This course aims to provide students with the opportunities to:  
 

• Develop an understanding of the practical requirements of setting up a small creative 
enterprise;  

• Generate a creative idea and build this into a plan for a viable and sustainable business; 
• Devise and generate a robust business plan for a small, viable creative enterprise; 
• Facilitate cross-disciplinary thought and practical connections;  
• Prepare and present a professional pitch; 
• Conduct and manage their own self-contained research projects. 

 

 

8. Intended Learning Outcomes of Course:  

By the end of the course students should be able to: 
 
• Critically evaluate the desirability, viability and sustainability of a creative business idea; 
• Apply the principles of business planning in the construction of an actionable business plan 

for a small creative commercial or social enterprise; 
• Plan and deliver a high quality business pitch presentation (either in person or via video). 

 

 

9. Indicative Content:  

 

 Introducing creative entrepreneurship and effective self-management;  

 Investigating social media and entrepreneurship; 

 Generating, researching, evaluating and reflecting upon potential business ideas;  

 Researching the market, relevant industry sectors and professional networks; 

 Overview of business models; 

 Pitching ideas; 

 Exploring funding and support sources; 

 Formulating a business plan.  
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10. Description of Summative Assessment:  

Students are required to submit and successfully pass a written, illustrated assignment or a video 
presentation and a live verbal, or video presentation that demonstrates their investigations into 
and analysis of the potential of a creative business idea or professional practice.  
 
The final submission consists of two elements: 
 

No. Assessment 
Method 

Description of Assessment Method Weight % Submission week 
(assignments) or 

length (exam) 

1 

Written 
Assignment 

(Business Plan) 
 

1,500 – 2,000 word written assignment. 
(This should include examples of visual 

work where appropriate, references 
and a bibliography). 

50% 
Week 12 
Stage 2 

 
AND 

 

2 
Verbal or 

Recorded video 
Presentation 

Delivery of a 3 minute ‘pitch’  50% 
Week 10,  
Stage 2 

10.1 Please describe the Summative Assessment arrangements: 

 
For this course, there are two components, each worth 50% of the total assessment. In order to 
pass the elective you are required to achieve at least a D3 grade in both components. It is essential, 
therefore, that both elements are submitted and passed in order to pass the course. The final grade 
for the elective is calculated using a weighted average of marks for the two components. Students 
are required to: 
 

1) Submit a written business plan or a video presentation of 1500 - 2000 words  
 
And 
 

2) Deliver a short pitch presentation of their idea as a business proposition to a panel of 
judges. 

 
Student’s pitch presentations can be delivered via collaborate, or submitted as a video file.  
 
Student’s written plan will be correctly presented and referenced and will articulate their idea 
within a business context, referencing the core elements of a business plan including; introduction, 
the idea, the business, market research and marketing information, location, people, capital 
expenditure and finance.  

 
Student’s business plan and pitch presentation will also clearly demonstrate the originality, viability 
and sustainability of the student’s idea as a creative business.  

 
Assessment Criteria  
 
Students on this course will be assessed on their ability to:  
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 Ability to provide evidence of a pro-active investigation; 

 Approach to business planning and project management structure and process; 

 Evidence of research into core elements: generating the idea, the market, market need, 
target customers, finance, competitors etc; 

 Ability to summarise and situate their own research in context and to indicate potential 
for the sustainability and commercialization of a creative enterprise concept; 

 Analysis and breakdown of data, statistics and ideas; 

 Ability to condense, communicate and present key points with clarity, conciseness and 
skill in their selected media, showing an awareness and adoption of appropriate 
conventions and demonstrating sensitivity to the needs of diverse audiences. 

 
(Refer also to the course handbook for further specific guidance about the assessment criteria). 
 

 

11. Formative Assessment:  

Formative Assessment takes place in Week 5/6.  

11.1 Please describe the Formative Assessment arrangements: 

Students are required to present an outline of their proposed assignment and include a 
bibliography, and references to sources of primary research. Students will receive formative 
feedback in either written or verbal form. 

 

12. Collaborative:  

Yes  No  

12.1 Teaching Institutions:   

N/A 

 

13. Requirements of Entry:  

N/A 

 

14. Co-requisites:  

None 

 

15. Associated Programmes:  

All Postgraduate Taught Programmes  

 

16. When Taught:  

Stage 2 

 

17. Timetable:  

The course is introduced through a face to face workshop at the start of the course. The remainder 
of the course is taught through eleven online sessions delivered through a mixture of online 
synchronous classroom activities and asynchronous multimedia presentations delivering core 
content. In addition, students are offered one 20-minute tutorial prior to summative assessment. 
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18. Available to Visiting Students:  

Yes  No  

 

19. Distance Learning:  

Yes  No  

 

20. Placement:  

Yes  No  

 

21. Learning and Teaching Methods:   

Method Formal Contact Hours Notional Learning Hours 
(Including formal contact hours) 

Lecture             

Studio   

Seminar/Presentation    

Tutorial   

Workshop 4  

Laboratory work             

Project work             

Professional Practice             

E-Learning / Distance Learning 16 20 

Placement             

Examination             

Essay             

Private Study Not Applicable 180 

Other (please specify below)   

TOTAL 20 
 

200 

 

 

23. Additional Relevant Information:   

This course is delivered as part of the postgraduate taught cross-school electives programme. The 
programme is designed to provide postgraduate students with the opportunity to explore 
interdisciplinary working and learning on topics of mutual interest with students and staff from 
across the Glasgow School of Art.  
 
Stage 2 Cross School Electives offer students the opportunity to broaden their studies and 
undertake courses in subjects outside of their specialist disciplinary programme. This allows 

22. Description of “Other” Teaching and Learning Methods:   
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students to explore aspects of their practice that they would like to further develop or to engage in 
the study of a new subject. 
 
The course is offered through an online distance mode allowing eligible postgraduate students not 
based at the Glasgow campus to study on the course. The course is delivered through a range of 
synchronous online classroom based workshop and lecture sessions allowing students to gain 
access to core content as well as engage with peers through the online learning environment. The 
course will also support students to engage with core content through online media resources and 
support students peer interaction through the use of discussion boards and journal submissions.  
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This reading list is indicative with a full reading list been provided on the Course’s Canvas Site.  
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Branagan, A. &  Dyson, J. (2017) The essential guide to business for artists & designers, A. & C. 
Black, London 
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A&C Black, London 
 
Granet, K. (2011) The business of design: balancing creativity and profitability, Princeton 
Architectural Press, New York 
 
Osterwalder, A. & Pigneur, Y. (2010) Business model generation: a handbook for visionaries, game 
changers, and challengers  
 
Van DerPijl. P. et al. (2016) Design a Better Business: New Tools, Skills, and Mindset for Strategy 
and Innovation, Wiley 
 

 


