Course Specification

Course Code:
Click here to enter text.

1. Course Title:
Pedagogies and Contexts for Supervision

2. Academic Session:
2011/12

3. Level:
SCQF 11

4. Credits:
30

5. Lead School/Board of Studies:
Research and Postgraduate Studies

6. Course Contact:
Laura Gonzalez

7. Course Aims:
The aim of this course is to introduce participants to the notion of supervision, exploring different
supervisory roles, and provide them with an overview of the key players structuring research and
doctoral level programmes, both at the micro level of individual institutions to the macro level of UK
government and European policies. Participants will be introduced to a range of supervisory
practices in the creative disciplines from enrolment through to completion, and will be encouraged
to relate institutional and national contexts to case studies of supervision, drawing on individual
experiences of supervision at postgraduate level, or other professional contexts. The course will aim
to develop the participants’ critical skills through reflection and will assist them in the
conceptualisation, management and reporting of a small-scale research project.

8. Intended Learning Outcomes of Course:
By the end of the course participants should be able to:
• Understand the framework, principles and processes underpinning the supervision of a
research project, including key differences between supervision and other postgraduate
teaching, roles and responsibilities of students and supervisors, the process of a research
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•
•
•

•

project at D level and the criteria for validation and examination of research projects;
Identify the different roles within a doctoral process: that of Director of Studies, Second
Supervisor, Advisor, Examiner;
Demonstrate an understanding of the role of key institutions and documents in governing
research degrees, both at institutional and national levels;
Utilise and critically evaluate pedagogical theories and practices in a range of circumstances
and events within the supervision context (including equality and diversity issues), and
applying them to the supervision of a project of research at postgraduate level, if
appropriate;
Demonstrate a practical understanding of the principles underpinning research through the
conceptualisation, management and reporting of a small-scale research project within a
particular sphere of professional practice.

9. Indicative Content:
• What is a PhD and how does it fit with creative practices? National standards and
expectations for research
• The 7 roles of the supervisor and the aims of the PhD, including QAA D Level descriptors and
the Research Councils’ Skills Statement, and a student-centred approach to supervision;
• Research at institutional level and national levels: structure and regulations including the
QAA Code of Practice;
• Roles and responsibilities: Directors of Studies, Supervisors, Advisors, Examiners and
Students
• Admissions and local research cultures;
• The Research Degrees Process, from enrolment to the examiner’s recommendations;
• The Supervisor-Student Relationship: pedagogical strategies to cope with independent
learning, student-centred approaches, and successfully managing the supervisory process of
a Creative Practice Doctorate (problems and good practice);
• The Viva Voce Examination, from the point of view of the student, the examiner, the
supervisor and the convenor;
• Resources (including funding for students) and support networks (Vitae, UKCGE, others);
• Research into supervisory practices;
• Issues in supervision (equality and diversity issues, academic issues, personal issues)

10. Description of Summative Assessment:
Attendance at seminars and group discussions will be mandatory and missing two or more sessions
of the overall curriculum will result in a warning of withdrawal. In addition to this, participants will
be asked to submit:
• Feedback on observation of student presentations on the form available on the VLE;
• Two commentaries relating research degrees proposals to completed PhD submissions, key
pedagogical concepts and institutional, national or international contexts (circa1500 words per
piece);
• A report, outlining the conceptualisation, context, methods, process, and conclusion of a smallscale research project into the supervision of a creative practices project. This could raise issues
encountered in supervision (if participants had active experience and were engaged in supervision),
theoretical issues raised by the literature, issues around the links between research and supervision
or any other issues linked to creative practices supervision so long as it is student centred
– Participants are required to carry out their research projects as part of the PgCert in Supervision. In
addition, all research projects should be student centred;
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– Research for this project can be undertaken in the area of Creative Practices Pedagogy, Art,
Design, Digital Design, Architecture, Forum for Critical Inquiry or any other relevant creative practice
area;
– It is recommended that participants link their research projects to elements taught as part of this
course, and, where engaged in supervisory practice, the individual project of research should relate
to the supervision of student(s);
– While we don’t want to be prescriptive, we would hope that this report is submitted in a format
appropriate to the project (including combined practice and text); and that its length and chosen
mode of submission will allow participants to give a full account of the process of their research.
We would estimate a sufficient length to be around 3000-5000 words, excluding bibliography;
– Participants will be asked to submit their research projects in electronic form (.pdf or .doc file) so a
database of projects can be built.
The percentage breakdown for the assessment will be as follows:
Observation 15%
Reflective Pieces 20%
Research Report 65%
10.1 Please describe the Summative Assessment arrangements:
Participants on this course will be assessed on their ability to:
• Critically reflect on the principles underpinning supervisory practices at postgraduate level,
relating these to institutional and external contexts;
• Critically review student material (proposals, the thesis) and relate them to pedagogical
theory and the context in which they sit, including the institutional context;
• Critically evaluate pedagogical theories and practices and apply them to their professional
practice, including, where appropriate, the supervision of a project of research at
postgraduate level;
• Conceptualize, design, manage and report on a small-scale research project within a
particular sphere of professional practice.

11. Formative Assessment:
Formative assessment takes place during the seminar discussions and tutorials with the course tutor.
11.1 Please describe the Formative Assessment arrangements:
As above.

12. Collaborative:
Yes
12.1 Teaching Institutions:
Click here to enter text.

No

13. Requirements of Entry:
None

14. Co-requisites:
None
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15. Associated Programmes:
Postgraduate Certificate in Supervision (Creative Practices); MEd (Creative Practices)

16. When Taught:
Stage 1 (of 1)

17. Timetable:
The programme runs between January and September each year and taught sessions for this course
take place in January, March and May, with tutorials arranged individually with the course tutor.

18. Available to Visiting Students:
Yes

No

19. Distance Learning:
Yes

No

20. Placement:
Yes

No

21. Learning and Teaching Methods:
Method
Formal Contact Hours

Notional Learning Hours
(Including formal contact hours)

Lecture
Studio
Seminar/Presentation
Tutorial
Workshop
Laboratory work
Project work
Professional Practice
E-Learning / Distance Learning
Placement
Examination
Essay
Private Study
Other (please specify below)
TOTAL

15

15
2

100

Not Applicable
15

150
33
300

22. Description of “Other” Teaching and Learning Methods:
VLE assessments and discussion
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23. Additional Relevant Information:
What is a supervisor supposed to do? What does supervision at postgraduate level entail in the
Creative Practices context, which has so dramatically changed over the last decade, both nationally
and internationally? How can a supervisor support doctoral students in their production of and
original contribution to knowledge? Where can a supervisor get support? How does supervision
differ from other teaching practices? This course will address these questions through the
examination of different doctoral programmes, key pedagogical concepts, funding bodies, policymaking institutions and resource networks for doctorates, supervisory practices in the creative
disciplines, and case studies problematising aspects of the student-supervisor relationship.

24. Indicative Bibliography:
Arts and Humanities Research Council. AHRC, Practice-Led Research in Art, Design and
Architecture, 2007. Available from
<http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/About/Policy/Pages/Evaluation.aspx> [Accessed 05.02.09]
Barnett, R. (2003) Beyond all Reason: living with Ideology in the University. Buckingham: Open
University Press
Estelle, Barrett and Barbara, Bolt (2010) Practice as Research - Approaches to Creative Arts
Enquiry, I.B. Tauris
Bell, Judith (1999) Doing your Research Project. Buckingham: Open University Press
Biggs, Michael and Karlsson, Henrik (eds.) The Routledge Companion to Research in the Arts,
London: Routledge, 2010
Blaxter, L et al, (2001) How to Research. Buckingham: Open University Press
Brockbank, A & McGill, I (1998) Facilitating Reflective Learning in Higher Education.
Buckingham: SHRE and Open University Press
Cryer, Pat (2000)The Research Student's Guide to Success. Buckingham: Open University Press
Delamont, S, Atkinson, P & Parry, O (1997) Supervising the PhD: A guide to success.
Buckingham: SHRE and Open University Press
Elkins, James (ed.) Artists with PhDs: On the New Doctoral Degree in Studio Art, Washington: New
Academia, 2009
Emmison, M & Smith, P (2000) Researching the Visual. London: Sage Publications.
Gibbs, G (1998) Supervising. In Teaching in Higher Education: theory and evidence. Milton Keynes:
The Open University
Gibbs, G (1998) Practice Guide 5: Supervising. Milton Keynes: The Open University
Graham, B (1997) A Study of Audience Relationships with Interactive ComputerBased Visual Artworks in Gallery Settings, through Observation, Art Practice, and
Curation. Unpublished PhD thesis, The University of Sunderland
<http://www.sunderland.ac.uk/~as0bgr/cv/sub/thesisi.htm> [Accessed 22 November 2010]
Gray,C and Malins, J (2004) Visualising Research: A Guide to the Research Process in
Art and Design. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004.
Green, H & Powell, S (2005) Doctoral Study in contemporary Higher Education.
Buckingham: SHRE and Open University Press
Higher Education Funding Council for England (2005) Costs of training and supervising postgraduate
research students
<http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/rdreports/2005/rd01_05/> [Accessed 22 November 2010]
Ingold, T. (2000) The Perception of the Environment: Essays in livelihood, dwelling and skill. London
& New York: Routledge
Kumar, Ranjit, K (1999) Research methodology: a step-by-step guide for beginners.
London: Sage
Lave, J. & Wenger, E. (1991) Situated Learning: Legitimate Peripheral Participation. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press
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Lewis V & Habershaw S (1997) 53 interesting ways to supervise student projects,
dissertations and theses. Bristol: TES
Newbury, D ed. Research Training Initiative. Available from
<http://www.biad.uce.ac.uk/research/rti/rtrc/rtrc.html> [Accessed 5 February 2006]
Phillips, Estelle M. and Pugh, Derek S. (2000) How to get a PhD: a handbook for students and their
supervisors. Buckingham: Open University Press
Pearson, Margot and Brew, Angela (2002) Research Training and Supervision Development Studies
in Higher Education, Vol 27, no 2 p135-150
The Quality Assurance Agency (2001) Descriptor for qualifications at Doctoral (D)
level: Doctoral degree
<http://www.qaa.ac.uk/crntwork/nqf/ewni2001/contents.htm#doctoral> [Accessed 4
January 2005]
The Quality Assurance Agency (2004) Code of practice for the assurance of
academic quality and standards in Higher Education. Section 1: Postgraduate Research
Programmes <http://www.qaa.ac.uk/public/COP/cop/contents.htm> [Accessed 7 January
2005]
Research Councils UK (2005) Research Councils UK <http://www.rcuk.ac.uk> [Accessed
1 August 2005]
Rugg, Gordon (2004)The unwritten rules of PhD research. Open University Press
The Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (2003) Introduction to the
SCQF 2003 - 2nd Edition
<http://www.scqf.org.uk/upload%5Cdownloads%5CIntrotoSCQF2ndEdition.pdf >
[Accessed 1 August 2005]
Secretary of State for Education and Skills (2004) The future of Higher
Education: White Paper and the Higher Education Act 2004.
<http://www.dfes.gov.uk/hegateway/strategy/hestrategy/foreword.shtml> [Accessed 5
June 2005]
Semmens, Natasha (2006) The research students guide to success. Open University
Sharp, John A; Peters, John and Howard, Keith (2002)The management of a student research
project. Aldershot: Gower
Smith, Hazel and Dean, Roger T.(ed.) 2009 Practice-led Research, Research-led Practice in the
Creative Arts, Edinburgh University Press
Trafford, V and Leshem, S (2008)Stepping Stones to Achieving Your Doctorate. Open University
http://www.mcgraw-hill.co.uk/html/0335225438.html
Taylor, Stan and Beasley,Nigel (2005) A handbook for Doctoral Supervisors. Routledge
University Scotland (2004) University Scotland <http://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk>
[Accessed 1 August 2005]
Vitae <http://www.vitae.ac.uk> [Accessed 22 November 2010]
Walliman, Nicholas (2001) Your research project: a step-by-step guide for the first-time researcher ;
Nicholas Walliman with Bousmaha Baiche London : Sage
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