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Capturing creativity:  
Exploring the archives of artistic practice  
 
The Glasgow School of Art Archive and Collections Centre 
12 May 2010 13.30-16.45 
 
A seminar exploring how artists' working practices have been documented through media 
such as photography, art criticism and oral histories, and how such material can reveal 
the context in which art is created. 
 
Price £10.00 (£5.00 for students) 
 
Programme: 
 
 
13.30 Arrivals  
 
 
13.45-14.00 Welcome and Introduction 
 
 
14.00-14.30 Andy Goldsworthy: Practice into Archive, Archive into Practice 
Presented by Dr Tina Fiske, History of Art Department, University of Glasgow 
The focus of this short presentation is the studio-based archive of sculptor Andy 
Goldsworthy. Documentation has formed a necessary adjunct to Goldsworthy’s artistic 
practice since his student days, encompassing photographic, drawn, written, and more 
recently AV media, which he began to organise and store more systematically in 1988. 
This presentation will touch on the inception of Goldsworthy’s archive, as well as upon its 
evolving nature in response to developments in both his sculptural practice and the 
means by which he records it. The recent project undertaken by the University of 
Glasgow to digitise and catalogue the first ten years of Goldsworthy’s ephemeral output 
will also be discussed. http://www.goldsworthy.cc.gla.ac.uk/archive/ 
 
 
14.30-15.00 The Archive and Critical Theory 
Presented by Dr Ken Neil, Historical and Critical Studies Department, Glasgow 
School of Art 
Contemporary artists appear to be making ever more use of archives: for reasons relating 
to the specific content of archival materials, of course, but also because of the abstract 
critical meanings which orbit any Archive as a form of knowledge. With reference to artist 
Nicky Bird’s current residency in Glasgow Women’s Library, this talk thinks through some 
aspects of the prominent role that the archive plays in contemporary practice and in 
critical theory. 
 
 
15.00-15.30 Coffee Break 
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15.30-16.00 Letting the Artist Speak: National Life Stories' Artists' Lives project 
Presented by Cathy Courtney, The British Library  
National Life Stories' oral history project Artists' Lives was initiated in 1990 and now 
comprises over two hundred detailed recordings with visual artists and 'art professionals' 
such as gallery directors and dealers.   Cathy Courtney will talk about the effect of 
recording artists using NLS' life story methodology and will reflect on the way these 
recordings relate to one another and to others within the wider collection at the British 
Library Sound Archive.  
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/sound/ohist/ohnls/nlsart/artistslives.html 
 
 
16.00-16.30 Richard Demarco as event photographer: catalyst, participant, 
observer  
Presented by Dr Euan McArthur, Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design 
In 2007, the Event Photography collection was opened in the Museum Kunst Palast, 
Dusseldorf. Richard Demarco was a special guest at the opening in recognition of a 
connection with the city going back to Strategy; Get Arts, organised by Demarco in 
Edinburgh in 1970 (among the collection are photographs of that event taken by Monika 
Baumgartl and Ute Klophaus). The photographs in the Event Photography collection 
were evidently selected for their aesthetic as well as their documentary value, and the 
contrast with Richard Demarco’s own extensive visual record of the arts in Scotland over 
more than four decades is striking. The difference is partly that between a deliberately 
formed collection and an ‘organic’ personal archive, but in part it also suggests the 
difference between, on the one hand, professional photographer-observers of events, 
and on the other, a non-professional photographer who has moved constantly between 
the positions of catalyst, participant and observer. These terms help both to reveal what 
is particular in Demarco’s use of photography and to suggest why his photographic 
archive has a documentary value rather different from that embraced by the Event 
Photography collection.  http://www.demarco-archive.ac.uk/ 
 
 
16.30-16.45 Panel Q&A / discussion 
 
 
16.45 Finish  


